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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

What is Berwick Town Trail?

The Berwick Town Trails project grew out of the belief that the built
environment directly affects the health and quality of life of its
residents. Alarmed with national and regional data on obesity rates
—the Berwick Town Trails project was initiated to evaluate the built
environment in the Berwick area and identify opportunities to create a
network of pedestrian and bicycle-friendly environments. The goal is
to encourage walking and biking as part of daily activity for residents
and visitors to the Berwick Area.

What are Town Trails?

Potential Town Trail projects can mean a wide range things — better
cross walks and bike lanes in the downtown, the creation of off-
road walking and biking trails along the river, non-vehicular trail
connections to parks and other destinations and programs that
encourage people of all ages and abilities to walk and bike in their
community.

Helping to Build the Susquehanna Greenway

The Berwick Town Trails
project is a local initiative
that helps to build the larger
Susquehanna Greenway.
The Susquehanna Greenway
Partnership (SGP) is
dedicated to developing and
sustaining the Susquehanna
Greenway to connect

communities and enrich lives through enhanced recreation, healthy
living, economic prosperity and environmental stewardship.

Benefits of Town Trails

Enhanced Recreation

When one thinks of trails — we tend to think of their benefits in terms of
enhanced recreation, but trails have been shown to have many other
benefits to individuals and the communities where they are found.

Property Values - Trails Make Good Neighbors

Studies from across the nation have shown that property values adjacent
to trails outperform similar properties elsewhere in the neighborhood.
Trails are at the top of the wish list of recreational resources that
residents are seeking. Trails inYork, Pennsylvania, and along Pine Creek
in Lycoming County were initially greeted with significant local resistance
but have become an important community asset.

Executive Summary i



Community Revitalization - Economic Development

Investments in trails can be a catalyst for private reinvestment in the
surrounding community. Homebuyers who enjoy running, walking
and biking will choose a home in close proximity to a trail. Property
values increase and encourage Owners to make improvements to their
home or business. Business opportunities, such as a café or bike shop,
will be attracted by the flow of foot traffic in an area, or by an increase
in out-of-town visitors to the trail.

Celebrating Culture and Heritage

Berwick is a culturally diverse community with a rich industrial
heritage. The Town Trails project can help to uncover, interpret and
celebrate this history. The North Branch Pennsylvania Canal along
the riverfront, abandoned railroad lines connecting to the former
American Car and Foundry site, the ‘Stuie’ Tank testing area, the early
iron heritage and links to the Anthracite coal fields in the Wyoming
valley all hold rich and largely untold stories.

Healthy Living
Biking, walking and jogging will be the most common Usés of Town
Trails, but it will also support a full range of active and passive uses.
Because it is called ‘Town" Trails - there is a real emphasis placed on
functional walking and
biking — getting from
home to work, the
store, school, library or
post office. Performing §
daily functionson
foot or bike will create
healthier residents
and lower the cost of
health care.

Executive Summary ii

Protecting the Environment

The Berwick Town Trails project also has the potential to reconnect
people to the wonders of the natural environment. The Trail will
provide access to natural areas for birding, nature study or just
relaxing. Towns Trails will help foster an intimate relationship
between trail users and the natural environment which will encourage
a stewardship ethic in the future.
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Berwick Town Trails - Project Goals
The following goals were established for the Berwick Town Trails
Project:

1. Improve Pedestrian and Bicycle Use in Berwick and
Surrounding Communities - Connect Parks, Schools,
Neighborhoods and Downtown

2. Address Safety - Traffic Separation

3. Connect Kids & Families to Other Community Members and
the Natural Environment

Involve the Local Citizens - Especially the School District
Foster Regional Cooperation Between Municipal Governments
Encourage Health Education and Active, Healthy Living

Create Places for Social Networking — Places to Meet and Greet

® N v s

Enhance the Community Image - Help to Establish a Regional
Identity for Berwick as a River Town

9. Engage Business in Promoting and Participating in the Project

10. Develop Successful Press and Media Coverage of the Project
and the Idea

11. Create Destinations and Reason for People to Walk and Bike

Executive Summary iii



Berwick Town Trail Projects and Initiatives

Berwick Riverfront

Test Track Park and BIDA Riverfront Property
Railroad Riverfront Corridor - RiverWalk
Berwick River Landing

Nescopeck Connect

Berwick Town Trails

Safe Routes to School

Hometown Streets - EIm Street and Main Street — Streetscape
Enhancements

Access to Berwick Parks

Berwick Running Routes (Program, Map and Guide)

Salem Township - Land Use Planning

Regional Community Connections

Ber-Vaughn Park Connection

Briar Creek Lake Connection / Bloomsburg Connection
Susquehanna Riverlands /Warrior Trail

Berwick Biking Routes (Map and Guide)

Destination Trails: Hiking, Mountain Biking and Trail Running

(Map and Guide)

Water Trails — Canoeing & Kayaking the Susquehanna River and Area
Tributaries

(Map and Guide)

Execuvtive Summary iv




Executive Summary v



w ™ m

>

o

i

il

mn

)

™

b 4]

m

[

™

-

ren rmn

[R B

(gt

Iy

1 Community Profile



(I~ Y = T Y TR = TR | I | TR |

Ll

) ] e ww) al

Ll L) la) el lewd  ak) ™

R

Community Profile

The Berwick Community — Within the Regional Context

The Susquehanna River is the cultural and ecological lifeblood of
Central Pennsylvania, but few residents have the opportunity to
interact with the River. Many river towns are cut off from the river
with levee systems. Berwick, on the other hand, is isolated from
the river due to its elevated position on a bluff. While protected
from flooding - this elevated location is difficult to overcome in re-
connecting people to the recreational potential of the River corridor.
Creating ways to re-connect to the Susquehanna River will enhance
the recreational opportunities while enhancing quality of life.

Discovering the Middle Susquehanna Region

The Middle Susquehanna Region is defined as the area of Central
Pennsylvania centering around where the North and West Branches
of the Susquehanna River meet before flowing south towards the
Chesapeake Bay and includes Columbia, Montour, Northumberland,

Union and Snyder counties. This is a predominantly rural area,
notable for its river towns surrounded and separated by forested
ridges and broad agricultural valleys. Otherwise rugged, isolated and
historically difficult to traverse, the Susquehanna River guided travel
and settlement throughout the region.

Today the importance of the Susquehanna River can still be seen in
the spatial arrangements of the region’s major communities, which
are strung along the River like pearls on a necklace. The towns served
as the connection points and industrial hubs between local, rural
resources and distant markets. Variations in local industries played

a major role in directing town growth and shaping town character.
These variations, along with the character of the local landscape and
different cultural backgrounds and mixes, combined to create the
collection of distinct, independent and authentic river towns that we
find today. The 10 River Towns of the Middle Susquehanna Region
include: Berwick, Bloomsburg, Catawissa, Danville, Lewisburg,
Milton, Northumberland, Selinsgrove, Sunbury and Watsontown.
(From: Revitalizing River Towns of the Middle Susquehanna Region,
Strategic Action Plan, July 2009. SEDA-Council of Governments,
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Community Resource Center, Lewisburg PA).

River Town Revitalization

The Revitalizing River Towns initiative centers on the belief that the
Middle Susquehanna Region is a unique and distinctive place, both
within Pennsylvania and the nation. The region’s image and character
centers around its very special collection of authentic River Town
communities. The River Towns initiative has included activities aimed
at preserving the region’s unique and historic character, enhancing
the sense of place experienced in the river towns and main streets.

It has also looked at needs and opportunities to market river towns
from a regional perspective and facilitating marketing connections to
community assets. The River Towns initiative has focused on convening
regional partners and identifying individual and regional assets.

Historically, downtowns have served as places of residence, centers
of commerce and hubs of recreational and cultural activities, and
most continue to serve in this capacity today. However, population
decentralization has reduced the daily interaction of community
members and has diminished the significance of the social, cultural
and recreational nubs of river town communities. The progression
of convenience-oriented and highway commercial development has

Community Profile 1.2

damaged the image, identity
and potential continued success
of river town neighborhoods
and downtowns.

Through regional recognition
of these individual and
collective assets and the
promotion of these river town
identities at the community
gateways, these historic hubs
of life and commerce will be
experienced and valued again
by residents and visitors in a
more intentional manner. In
order to preserve the historic
downtowns that are so integral
to our region’s heritage,
economy and quality of life,

we must look to preserve

the vitality and, therefore,

the sustainability of our core community environments. Charming
downtowns with historically preserved architecture fronting on

the Susquehanna River will lose their competitive advantage if, for
instance, River access is deprived or if the gateways to downtown
present a stark and unattractive community image. Ultimately, the
River Town initiative aims to increase jobs and wealth over time and
attract new visitors and economic opportunities to the region.
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The Susquehanna Greenway Partnership

The Susquehanna Greenway Partnership (SGP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation dedicated to developing and sustaining the Susquehanna
Greenway to connect communities and enrich lives through enhanced
recreation, healthy living, economic prosperity and environmental
stewardship. The SGP’s vision of interconnected, active, vibrant
communities strongly supports the goals of the Berwick Town Trails.
The Susquehanna Greenway, 500 miles of river in Pennsylvania,

provides the big-picture vision for a river corridor containing a
network of interconnected communities, environmental stewardship
and economic revitalization. The Greenway’s concept design seeks
to link all Susquehanna River Towns with land and water trails. It

is local projects such as Berwick Town Trails that will help to build

the Susquehanna Greenway — incrementally building the elements
that enhance the quality of life of local residents while creating an

intriguing and inviting destination for visitors. Susquehanna

=
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Berwick — A Community Connected

Berwick is a culturally rich river town located on the North Branch
Susquehanna River. The community is perched at a strategic interface
between the Wyoming Valley containing the regional urban centers of
Scranton and Wilkes-Barre and the more rural and agricultural ridge
and valley landscapes of the Middie Susquehanna Valley. Berwick

has always been a transportation crossroads — linking regions - and
remains today a key linkage in the Susquehanna River landscape.

While the municipal borders dictate that some of the Berwick
community is in Columbia County and some in Luzerne County and
that some of it is in the Borough limits and some in Salem Township,
the community thinks of itself as one. Indeed, the community of
Berwick comes together as a unit in a number of ways (from: www.
berwickpa.com). Thinking like one community is necessary for success
and will require individual municipal governments to think, plan and
develop regionally for the benefit of all.

Berwick - Centered on Community

Berwick has the personality of a distinctly working-class town where
industry is both prominent and visible. Interestingly, the large Berwick
Industrial Development Area, formerly home to the American Car and
Foundry Plant, is actually situated at the geographical center of the
town, while the downtown is tucked along the southern edge of town
near the river.

Vo taken fren Bl ierwick, Pa.

One characteristic that sets Berwick apart as a River Town is that the
town sits on a rise high above the Susquehanna River. This strategic
location protects it from flooding, but limits the connections that
are possible between downtown and the river and diminishes the
presence and intimate relationship between the Susquehanna River
and Berwick overall. The best place to physically access and enjoy
nature is at Test Track Park within Berwick or at the PPL Riverlands to
the east.

Community Profile 1.5



Most of the downtown architecture is fairly plain and functional.

The most impressive buildings are not found on Route 11, which is
the commercial center of the downtown. Rather, Berwick's finest
architecture is concentrated in and around Market Street, which
contains the civic area of the downtown with the Town Hall at the
Jackson Mansion, the newly built McBride Public Library located next
door and Bower United Methodist Church.

Ranking second in population amongst the River Towns with nearly
10,800 residents, Berwick is a strong, community-oriented town that
seems to struggle with a generation gap and what the future direction
for the town should be. One of the great things appreciated about
Berwick is that “you can still build relationships here that matter.”
Berwick still carries on some traditions and others have been recently
revived, including the Run for the Diamonds, Victorian Night and the
Berwick Christmas Boulevard along Market Street.

At the same time, Berwick is perceived as the underdog of the area.

It was said that the town “doesn’t like too much success” and that
people who do show too much success are resented and looked down
upon. The strong social ties bring many to see the area as a great
place to raise a family. At the same time there is a leadership void and
a lack of vision for the town. As with many built-out communities,
there is a need to align common interests within the community and
between municipalities. Berwick needs a bigger vision beyond itself.
[t needs a clear vision of what it wants to become.

in some ways, Berwick shares as many connections with the Scranton-
Wilkes-Barre area as it does to the towns of the Middle Susquehanna
Region. Culturally, it shares ties with the northern coal towns and,
through architecture, churches, food and some social institutions, still
maintains remnants of ethnic neighborhoods and used to be very clear.

Community Profile 1.6



Lo L)

- v %}

i LE L Lomi &

L33

oy

Residents describe Berwick as “opinionated, committed, loyal

and vibrant. Both progressive and reactionary, blue collar, ripe for
change, family oriented, friendly, quiet, multi-generational,” and

also “stagnant.” In many ways, the discussion of Berwick’s character
is much more rooted in the people who live there than the physical
fabric of the community itself. The pride expressed in Berwick seemed
more associated with the strength of community than with the quality
or character of the town physically.

(From: Revitalizing River Towns of the Middle Susquehanna Region,
Strategic Action Plan, July 2009. SEDA-Council of Governments,
Community Resource Center, Lewisburg PA).
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Cultural and Historic Resource

Berwick was first inhabited by Native Americans along the Susquehanna
River. In 1786, Evan Owen, an Englishman, decided to settle on the
land which is now called Berwick. He had originally purchased the land
surrounding Bloomsburg all the way to Berwick from William Penn. He
decided to sell his land in Bloomsburg, however, he settled in Berwick.
He wanted to settle a village opposite the mouth of the Nescopeck
Creek. So, in 1780, he began to plot out and survey lots. Six years later,
he coaxed the first settlers to move here. Englishmen John and Robert
Brown became the first settlers in Berwick in 1786. They called the
settlement "Owensburg”; however, Owen, a humble Quaker, renamed
the land “Berwick.” He named it this because the wife of one of the
Brown brothers hailed from Berwick-Upon-Tweed, Northumberland
County, England. Owen continued to sell lots to people, in particular,
many settlers from the Philadelphia area. Early settlers had the bare
essentials; therefore, the community shared many things, such as
farmed land and wild game.

Evan Owen built a road over a two-year period to connect Berwick

to Lehigh. This was an expansion of a Native American trail that had
already been built. It was now wide enough to fit vehicles through. In
an effort to build better and easier transportation, the state legislature
funded a bridge to connect Berwick to Nescopeck, across the
Susquehanna River. The bridge was built in 1807 and took 7 years to
complete. It cost $52,000. It was 1260 feet long and rested on heavy
planked timber. The original bridge was destroyed in 1835 byanice
flood in the river. The bridge was rebuilt.

Because Berwick was located along the heavily traveled Susquehanna
River, there was a great potential for growth and expansion, especially
in the area of industry. The many stage coaches that traveled
through the area created an early need for hotels. Included in these
hotels were the Berwick Hotel, Hotel Morton, and St. Charles Hotel,
where St. Charles Park sits in the downtown today. Improvements

to highways and the canal, which was built in Berwick in 1831, made
growth possible. In 1858, the canal was sold to the railroad company,
which was a clear sign that industry was on the move. The earliest
industries in Berwick included coopers, carpenters, blacksmiths and
other specialties, chair makers, gunsmiths, weavers, dyers, masons,
cabinet makers, pottery, butchers, and others.

(Joan M. Lewis, author of Berwick: As it was Then, As it is Now. Ana
the Berwick Historical Society http://www.benNickborough.org/index.
php?pageid=19)

Resource Inventory and Analysis 2.1



Economic Development

Berwick has three gentlemen to thank for the roots of early economic
development in the area. Most of the development that these men
founded many years ago still exists today. The three men that were so
crucial to Berwick’s history included Mordecai Jackson, Earl Wise, and
George Vaughn. In addition, there are many other individuals that are
to thank for the development of Berwick; however, the grassroots of
economic development fell on the hands of these men.

Not only were these men dedicated to their businesses, but they
were dedicated to their community as well. Jackson and Woodin both
donated land to the Borough of Berwick. The Jackson family donated
their mansion to the Borough of Berwick to use as a City Hall. Mr.
Wise donated money to build the former library. The McBride family
donated to the new library. Mr.Vaughn gave the Borough of Berwick
land for a park, where Ber-Vaughn Park now sits today.

Industry’s Imprint on Berwick

Jackson, Woodin, and AC&F

In the 1800's, the area began to grow from farming, which drew
more people to the town. This meant that more services would be
needed, which meant industries would need to grow. People came
and developed industries. Mordecai Jackson and George Mack jolted
the growth of Berwick by building a small foundry in 1840 where 3rd
Street and Market Street intersect today. Jackson bought out Mack
in 1843 and partnered with Robert McCurdy until 1846. For the next
three years, Jackson owned the foundry by himself, until he united
with William Hartman Woodin in 1849. Together, Jackson and Woodin
created the Berwick Rolling Mill.

Resource Inventory and Analysis 2.2

Mr. Jackson was a good mechanic and managed the everyday
business of the operation. Woodin was a fantastic salesman and
helped develop the business side of the foundry. The mill expanded
and began to build railroad cars. On March 17, 1866, the foundry
burned to the ground. Jackson. In 1899, the American Car & Foundry
Company (AC&F) took over the foundry. At that time, Jackson &
Woodin Manufacturing was the largest car builder in the eastern
United States, and Woodin rebuilt it to be much larger and much more
successful than it was previously.

S BN 2045, . =
N fcrurine coweany, The Jackson & Woodin Mfg. Co.
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AC&F spent $3,000,000 expanding the plant to meet the demand

of the nation. In fact, the company expanded and built plants in St.
Louis and Detroit in 1902. New York City purchased their first subway
cars from AC&F. AC&F was a vital asset to the United States military
for World War Il as well, as the Stuie Tank was built from the Berwick
plant. After World War ll, the economy began to slow once again. In
November of 1961, AC&F decided to close the doors of the Berwick
plant. They offered to sell the plant to the Borough; unfortunately,
this was not financially feasible for the Borough. However, a set of
employees from the plant, Alfred Catterall, Walter Vorbleski, and Ray
McBride, purchased the plant and helped support the Berwick area in
a time of economic downturn. They renamed the plant the Berwick
Forge & Fabricating Corporation. The men sold the Forge to the
Whittaker Corporation in 1968. The Forge finally closed in 1983.
Jackson and Woodin also opened the Berwick Store Company. In
1872, the store was moved to Market Street, where CVS is located

FREIGHT CARS, CAR WHEELS, CAST IRON W.
PIPE, CASTINGS and FORGINGS.
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today. The Young Men’s Christian Association rented a few rooms

out of the building. Jackson and Woodin also had their offices in the
building. The two men also formed a business selling horses. It is said
that there was once an underground tunnel running from the Jaycees
all the way to the Company Store and the Waterfront ~ one of the
legends or realities that make Berwick history so intriguing.

Wise Potato Chips

Wise Potato Chips began in 1921 by
accident. EarlWise, Sr., owned a store
on Mulberry Street. He had too many
potatoes at one point, so he asked his
mother, Sarah, to make chips for him.
His father, M. I. Wise, helped Earl sell the
chips at his store. They quickly became
very popular. The demand was so great
that in 1923, they built a small planton
Iron Street. Earl and his father designed
the plant. In 1926, they enlarged the plant
and did so several more times. For his
2oth anniversary in 1946, in honor of his
mother, Earl threw a party and created a
logo of an owl for the plant.

The plant was destroyed by fire in 1944. In 1945, Wise reluctantly
decided to rebuild. He had William Sutter design a new factory for
him. Sutter built what became one of the biggest and most modern
factories in the United States at the time. In 1963, a second plant was
opened in St. Augustine, Florida, two months after Mr. Wise passed
away.

Earl Wise, Jr., and Robert Wise took over as President and Vice

President of the business after the death of their father. In 1964, they
negotiated with Borden, Inc., to take over the management of the
plant. Nothing really changed as Wise remained in both brand and

as a stable of Berwick. The Wise plant today has a large presence on
Susquehanna Avenue — overlooking the Susquehanna River.

Vaughn’s Bakery

In the early 1900's, George Vaughn, Sr., an oil worker from West
Virginia, decided to open a bakery with his $500 life savings. Mr.
Vaughn had been raised in Pennsylvania and decided, after several
years of operating in West Virginia, to move back to his home state.
In 1916, he chose to live in Berwick, where he opened up his very own
bakery. He chose Berwick because it was high above flood waters,
where he had problems while living in West Virginia. He started with
one oven, but greatly expanded in a short amount of time. By 1961,
the bakery employed over 100 employees. When Mr. Vaughn died
in 1950, his son George, Jr., and Hugh Vaughn, took over. They sold
to Maier’s in July of 1974, Unfortunately, the bakery is no longerin
operation today.

A Rich Transportation and Industrial History

Berwick has experienced several significant eras in its long, rich
history. Pre-history and Native American culture, early European
settlement, the canal era and industrialization, and the post-industrial
era are several of these eras. Throughout these different eras - the
river is the one constant. The river was the original highway for the
Native Americans and early explorers and settlers. The unpredictable
river — from low water to raging floods - led to the construction of
canals in hopes of creating enhanced and more dependable regional
transportation of goods.

Resource Inventory and Analysis 2. 3



The canal era was a fascinating time in the development of Berwick.
River trade was brisk on the Susquehanna River via arcs and river
rafts that reportedly transported 100,000 bushels of wheat, 3,000
bushels of clover seed, 3,000 barrels of whiskey and 250 tons of pork
in 1824. The risks of transporting goods down river were great and
many lost a year’s worth of work in the fast currents, eddies, rapids
and falls of the North Branch. The Canal era brought a safer, yet
not always dependable means of transporting goods and people
through the region. The North Branch Pennsylvania Canal began

at Northumberland and extended into New York state, ultimately
connecting with the highly successful Erie Canal. The North Branch
PA Canal opened up the potential to transport large loads and was a
conduit for the hard rock coal of the Scranton / Wilkes-Barre region
to large urban markets down river and communities like Berwick
boomed.

The Canals shut down in the winter and often suffered from
insufficient water and damage from raging floods. Due to these
inefficiencies and the speed of travel —the canals were soon replaced
by the next era in transportation history — the railroad.

Remnants of Berwick’s Past

Berwick’s industrial past produced great affluence - and this wealth

is reflected in the community’s architecture. Berwick has one of

the region’s best collections of architecturally significant buildings.
Many of these historic buildings reflect the economic decay of the
community and are in poor condition. Other buildings, such as the
Jackson Mansion, have found present day uses that help to fund their
on-going care and restoration.

Resource Inventory and Analysis 2.4

A History of Jackson Mansion — City Hall

City Hall is a century-old Victorian Mansion, planned by Colonel
Clarence G. Jackson in a Civil War Confederate prison. The building
was completed in 1878, two years before Colonel Jackson died at the
age of 38. It was built of specially-worked Vermont stone, with hand
carved woodwork, handmade tiled fireplaces, and heavy nine-foot
high entrance doors, set in a beautifully landscaped park, a memorial
to him and his wife Elizabeth. Mrs. Jackson died in 1914, and her will
gave the use of the Jackson home as a City Hall. In 12915, the building
and its grounds were given to the Borough of Berwick for municipal
purposes by the Jackson daughters in memory of their parents. City
Hall remains in the Jackson Mansion today. Located to the rear of
the mansion was the Jackson's carriage house. It is now used as the
Berwick Borough Police Station.
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New Opportunities for Historic Resources

The canal era was brief - being quickly superseded by the railroad and
then the interstate highway system. Berwick has an opportunity to
employ the remnants of these historic transportation systems and
transform them into significant community assets for community
revitalization, redevelopment and recreation and healthy living
enhancements. The North Branch Pennsylivania Canal has long been
abandoned and its remnants exist in various conditions along the river
corridor. Many of the rail lines and rail spurs that once connected
Berwick industries with the outside world are now abandoned.

The Berwick riverfront is not easily accessible and is an unrealized
community asset. The community offers few safe locations for people
of all ages and abilities to walk or bike. The Berwick area has the
opportunity to connect with a growing regional and national trend
toward ‘greening’ these historic transportation systems by creating

a linear system of parks and public open spaces that will enhance the
livability and connectivity of the community.
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Natural and Community Resources

Heritage and River-Based Conservation

The history of this region parallels the history of the Susquehanna
River. From Native American cultures, European colonization and the
War for Independence and from industrialization and environmental
degradation to ecological rebirth, the river has reflected the collective
cultural experience of its riverfront communities. Preserving the
heritage of these communities and interpreting their story for

future generations is essential. The Berwick area possesses a unique
collection of resources that can provide visitors with a glimpse into
both its cultural and natural resource histories. The Berwick area
offers a wealth of opportunities to interpret the region’s Native
American culture; boom and bust of the extractive economy; river,
canal and railroad heritage; industrialization growth and decline; costs
and benefits of energy production; and the river corridor’s unique
flora, fauna and habitats.
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Heritage Area Feasibility Study

Columbia, Montour, Northumberland, Union and Snyder counties
collaborated to produce a feasibility study in hopes of having this
multi-county region designated as a State Heritage Area. Currently
there are a dozen State Heritage Areas designated through the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The feasibility study, prepared by
SEDA-Council of Governments, documents the rich history of the
Middle Susquehanna Region and makes the case that the region
merits inclusion into the statewide Heritage Area system. Currently
there is a large void in the coverage of the State Heritage Area
Program. Inclusion of the Middle Susquehanna Heritage Area would
go a long way to filling in the void. The feasibility study has been
presented to the state and successful admission into the program may
now be a matter of sufficient funding for the Heritage Area program.
Upon admission into the program — the next step for the Middle
Susquehanna Region would be the development of a Management
Action Plan.

Columbia County Greenway and Open Space Plan

Columbia County’s Recreation, Parks, Greenway and Open Space
Plan, entitled The Great Outdoors Plan - provides direction and
strategies for the enhancement of parks, recreation services,
greenways, trails, and open space throughout the County. The plan
assesses the County's existing parks, natural resources, open space,
and landscape assets to create an action plan for the next decade and
provides a focus for the County and prioritizes initiatives that preserve
the great outdoors that citizens value while providing expanded
outdoor opportunities. The plan recognizes that not everything can be
accomplished at once and that the County must work in partnership
with its municipalities and others to achieve its goals.
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The purpose of the Great Outdoors Plan is to guide the future of
park and recreation activities in Columbia County. Parks, recreation
facilities, and open space add to the quality of life of a locale and
attract residents, businesses, and economic activity. Residents of
Columbia County have shared their appreciation for the abundant
open space, forests, streams, and parks within their County.
Protecting and preserving these important assets requires a clear
vision and a plan. The Great Outdoors Plan will provide direction and
initiatives for protecting open space and natural resources, creating a
connected County through trails and greenways, and improving and
expanding recreation and park opportunities. The planis an advisory
document that serves as a long range planning tool for Columbia
County (from: The Great Outdoors Plan, 2007).

Colambia
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Obesity and the Built Environment — Geisinger Research

There is growing recognition that the obesity epidemic is a product of
profound changes in our built and social environments over the last 20
years. A research project at Geisinger’s Center for Health Research is
exploring and analyzing likely causes through the use of sophisticated
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology to describe

the geographical and “built” environments where participating
adolescents and their families live. The social environments of the
families will also be studied to evaluate potential causative effects

of selected risk factors, such as family structure, “time squeeze”
pressure, eating behaviors, physical activity behaviors, sleep patterns,
etc. The purpose of this work is to identify factors beyond the personal
level that may be contributing to adolescent obesity so that focused
and effective interventions may be designed (Geisinger Center for
Health Research, 200g).

National trends show that the Pennsylvania has one of the highest
rates of obesity in the country with over 20% of its residents
considered obese. Geisinger Health Systems research show that
the situation is even more critical in rural Central Pennsylvania
where counties have obesity rates approaching 40%. Geisinger
research, along with state and national data, indicates that obesity
rates continue to rise. Given the serious health consequences and
health care costs associated with obesity, one of Berwick Town Trails
major goals is to improve access to quality, close-to-home outdoor
recreational opportunities in the interest of better addressing the
area’s recreational and fitness priorities and needs.

!
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The Beginnings of a Regional Greenway Trail System

The Middle Susquehanna is in the early stages of establishing a system
of greenways and open space. Getting to this point has taken nearly

a decade of organization and planning. The Susquehanna Greenway
project was initiated in 2001 and established the vision and concept fora
system-wide Greenway system for the Susquehanna River corridor. The
North Branch Canal Trail (NBCT) Feasibility Study has been completed
and the land is being surveyed and subdivided for the creation of a trail
linking Danville, Catawissa and Bloomsburg. The NBCT and the Berwick
Town Trail projects are two essential elements in the planning, design
and development of a regional trail network and the Susquehanna
Greenway. The ultimate vision is for an interconnected trail system
linking the River Towns of the Middle Susquehanna (Sunbury,
Northumberland, Danville, Catawissa, Bloomsburg and Berwick) with
the communities of the Wyoming Valley.

Discover the
River
Towns...
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In general, there is a real lack of greenways and trails in this part

of Pennsylvania. The North Branch River Trail has been a work in
progress for several years, and the Warrior Trail which would connect
PPL's Susquehanna Riverlands with the Wyoming Valley, has taken
more than 15 years to grow to its current size. The development of
trails is often hindered by resident and community leaders’ lack of
experience with greenways and trail. The most well know regional
trail systems are not found in the Middle Susquehanna region. They
are all significant travel distances from Berwick: Wilkes-Barre and
Pittston Riverfront (35-40 miles away), Williamsport’s trail system (5o
miles away) and the Pine Creek Rail Trail (60 miles away).

Berwick Marathon - 100 Years of Running for the Diamonds

The "Run for the Diamonds” started in 1908 and has occurred every
year since on Thanksgiving Day. Thousands of runners and spectators
are present for this yearly marathon. People from all over the country
attend this event. This year marks the 101st anniversary of the Run for
the Diamonds.

Berwick Schools

Isaac Holoway opened the first Quaker Meeting House in Berwick.
This and the Market House were the first schools built until 1839. The
Berwick Academy, Third Street High School, Ferris Heights, Salem,
Chestnut St., the Junior High, and Senior High were constructed
later in Berwick. Four schools, Orange Street, Orchard Street, 14th
Street, and Fairview Ave schools were built in Nescopeck. In 1965,
the Berwick and Nescopeck schools combined. Today there are four
elementary schools (Orange Street, Salem, Nescopeck, and 14th
Street), a middle school, and a senior high school. Berwick athletics
are known throughout the state and nation, as the Berwick football
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team was a two-time national champion in the 1990's. The Berwick
Area School District is very interested in the Berwick Town Trails
concept and has actively sought ‘Safe Routes to School funding to
make safety enhancements to their schools.and the surrounding
roadway network.
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PPL Susquehanna Riverlands

The PPL nuclear power plant, located northeast of downtown
Berwick, was built in 1977 and consists of two towers that are 540 feet
tall. The facility is located on 1100 acres of land. PPL has over 1,000
employees and serves as a major employer in the Berwick area. Since
1980, the Susquehanna Riverlands Environmental Preserve has been
open to the public providing quality recreation and environmental
education programs. Encompassing 1,200 acres on both the east
and west banks of the Susquehanna River, the Riverlands is jointly
owned by PPL Corporation and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.
PPL undertakes a multiple-purpose land management approach

at the Riverlands by managing the land’s different resources
(farmland, woodlands, wetlands, riparian corridor and uplands) in

an environmentally sensitive manner. The beauty, diversity and
recreational features of PPL Susquehanna Riverlands makes it a
popular destination for residents of the Berwick Area. Key features
and amenities include:

Resource Inventory and Analysis 2.10

*Recreation - A 400-acre recreation area on the west side of the
River is ideal for picnicking, group outings, hiking, sports and play.

s Fishing - Lake Took-A-While is prime habitat for largemouth bass
and other species of fish with non-motorized boating allowed.

*Environmental Programs - A naturalist conducts programs year-
round for the public, and group field trips are available by prior
arrangement.

*Riverlands Nature Center - Visitors can get a close look at some of
the area’s wildlife, learn about wetlands and the river, and enjoy
nature programs.

*Wetlands Nature Area - Located just south of the recreation area,

this 100-acre tract of riverine forest, marsh, swamp and vernal
pools has been set aside as an area for nature study and education.

* Council Cup Scenic Overlook - Located on the east side of the river,
the Overlook is a 700-foot-high bluff that affords a breathtaking
view of the Susquehanna River Valley and is the site of an annual
count of migrating hawks. Three trails in the 88-acre expanse
provide opportunities for hiking, hunting and fishing.

Health Care

Berwick boasts an adult day care center, a Senior Citizens Center,

an active AARP and a Senior Circle program at The Berwick Hospital
Center. The Borough offers excellent health care with its own 169-bed
privately-owned hospital and 240-bed long-term care facility with
outreach services.

The Berwick Hospital Center was sold to Community Health Systems

in 1999, the first in Pennsylvania to do so. The proceeds from that sale
were entrusted to the Berwick Health and Wellness Foundation to -
provide funding primarily through grants for projects and programs that
willimprove the health and welfare of the people in the Berwick area.



Four rehabilitation centers in the community provide quality care to
local citizens. Other health and fitness organizations include Berwick
Area YMCA and several private clubs (from: www.berwickpa.com).

Service and Faith-based Organizations

Berwick has several strong, community-supported human service
agencies, as well as traditional social and service clubs with extensive
volunteer bases. The Berwick Area United Way supports 15 agencies
and helps to provide services such as the Wheels for Work program
and the Community Soup Kitchen. Volunteers in the Day of Caring
complete cleanup and improvement projects that save hundreds of
dollars for member agencies.

Visitors to Berwick are often struck with the number and diversity
of churches — many reflecting the ethnic diversity of the town and
region. The tolling of church bells and the strength of Berwick’s
faith community is a strong community asset and a foundation for
community engagement and involvement.

Present-Day Industry

The Berwick Industrial Development Association (BIDA), which took over
the former home of the American Car and Foundry, manages an industrial
complex housing 14 industries that form the economic lifeblood of the
community. Berwick is home to a disproportionate number of industries
for the size of the community, according to a research study conducted
for BIDA. Some of the major employers in the area are Wise Foods,
manufacturer of potato chips and other snack products; PPL, an electric
utility and nuclear power plant; Berwick Offray, manufacturer of decorative
ribbons and bows; Lady Ester Lingerie Corporation, maker of fashion
lingerie, including the Delta Burke line; and DeLuxe Homes of PA, Inc.,
producer of prefabricated housing, apartment units and college dorms.

Downtown Berwick

Berwick is proud of its downtown district, the site of unique shops,
restaurants, banks, office suites, a movie theater, renovated apartments
and first-floor commercial properties. The Downtown Division of the
Berwick Area Chamber of Commerce hosts two downtown street festivals,
All American Day in May and Fall for Berwick in September. The famous
Thanksgiving Day Run for the Diamonds hosts about 1000 runners a year.
The Jaycees Christmas Boulevard, a light and decoration display along
Market Street, is held throughout the month of December. Berwick

has also been designated a Blueprint Community and an Eim Street
Community.

Berwick Future’s Outlook

The Borough of Berwick is home to about 10,000 citizens. The extended
community of the Berwick Area School District has over 20,000 residents.
It is a community about which it is increasingly said, “There are some
exciting things going on in Berwick"! Berwick is indeed a community of
exciting potential and expanding opportunities headed into a dynamic
future (from: www.berwickpa.or
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Berwick by the Numbers — Demographic Information
Population Change: Between 2000 and 2007

Berwick Borough Population: 10,243*
Population Change: (-4.9%)
Population Density: 3,304.2 persons persquare mile

Briar Creek Borough Population: 639*
Population Change: (-2.1%)*
Population Density: 401.9 persons per square mile

Briar Creek Township Population: 3,069
Population Change: (0.1%)*
Population Density: 145.6 persons per square mile

Salem Township Population: 4,269**

Population Density: 147.2 persons persquare mile
* Based on 2007 Population Estimates from the Pennsylvania State Data Center

*+ Based on 2000 Census Information

Pennsylvania has one of the oldest populations in the United States.
Typical of many boroughs - Berwick’s population is older than the
state average. Berwick has a lower percentage of working-age
residents age 18-59, (52.2%) as compared to the state of PA (56.4%),
and a greater percentage of residents 65 years of age and older 20.7%
as compared to the state of PA (15.6%). Also typical of an older
community — Berwick has a lower percentage of family households
with children (26.7%) as compared with the County (32.9%) and the
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state (34.6%). The Berwick Area School District has a dropout rate

of 2.2% - the highest rate of all Columbia County school districts and
higher than the state (1.6%). Berwick Borough has 20% of its students
enrolled in private schools / home schools. In the realm of public
health, Columbia County mirrors the State of Pennsylvania in the top
three leading causes of death being heart disease, cancer and stroke.

Community Needs

There are several trends identified in the Columbia County Needs
Assessment report that are of interest to the Berwick Town Trails
project. The report identifies issues of concern for residents. Atthe
top of this list are work, crime, substance abuse, teens, transportation
and needs of senior citizens. The report identified *fear of crime’

was highest in the Berwick area. The report also identified concerns
surrounding teens such as the need for healthy activities to occupy
their time. The lack of recreational activities and gathering places for
teens was also identified as a concern. Residents identified a need for
more positive outlets for teen energy and more physical activity as a
healthy step for the community.
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Demographic Analysis competitive in the 21st century. In order to do this, Berwick needs
'The boroughs of Berwick and Briar Creek have declining populations to retain its authenticity as a Susquehanna River Town and invest in
and the surrounding rural townships of Briar Creek and Salem have resources that will distinguish Berwick from other communities.
low growth rates. This trend may change with the completion of a

major sewer and water project in Salem Township. The eastern end

of the Berwick Town Trails study area now has new and sufficient

infrastructure to attract mixed-use growth and development. This

local infrastructure capacity, coupled with a potential expansion of the

PPL Susquehanna Nuclear Power Plant — could increase development

pressure in Salem Township. Currently, with low growth pressures

and with most of the Township in agriculture, Salem Township has

the opportunity to plan and shape its future growth with the use of an

‘official map’ or other type of planning and community design tool. It

is always easier to proactively plan and implement trails, greenways,

parks and natural areas into a community as it is built than to retrofit

into an existing development.

While the region, state and nation have been hit hard with economic
restructuring — particularly the loss of good paying industrial jobs —
Berwick retains its historic image as a working class community. The
Berwick Industrial Development Association (BIDA) is located on

the site of the former ACS plant and today, instead of a single, large
industry — the BIDA complex is home to dozens of smaller industrial
/ manufacturing companies and is a major employment hub for the
region.

The community demographic profile shows a highly stable population
that struggles to retain its youth and attract economic opportunities.
The age demographics present a challenge for any community to
generate sufficient revenues, while providing essential community
services and a quality public education. The Berwick community
needs to plan strategically for the future to remain sustainable and
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3 Public Participation in the Planning Process
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Berwick Town Trails Planning Process

Three methods of community involvement were used to engage

a wide range of residents in the Berwick Town Trails planning
process: on-going input by the project study committee, a Town
Trails Community Design Workshop and Key Person Interviews. The
community involvement process was essential in shaping the vision
of the Town Trails network and in prioritizing trail projects for early
implementation.

Study Committee Meetings
* April 21, 2008

* June 16, 2008
* January 26, 2009
*June 8, 2009

Community Design Workshop
* July 30, 2008 ~ Berwick Town Trails

Community Design Workshop

Key Person Interviews

July 31, 2008 - PPL Susquehanna Riverlands - Connections
August 14, 2008 - Berwick Rotary Club Presentation

August 2008 — Safe Routes to School Application Preparation
December 3, 2008 — Salem Township — Planning for Future Growth
December 3, 2008 - Key Landowner Discussion

February 3, 2009 -~ Berwick Park Planning and Improvement
Prioritization

February 26, 2009 —Test Track Park and Ball Field Developments
February 2009 - LaSalle Neighborhood / Sponsler Park
Redevelopment

March 6, 2009 — Central Susquehanna Community Foundation
Meeting

April 2009 — Berwick Area School District Facilities Planning
April 3, 2009 — PPL Railroad Corridor Meeting

April 23, 2009 — Mapping Bike Routes in the Berwick Area

June 2009 - SOAR - Running Routes Meeting

June 2009 - Railroad (Rail-Trail) Feasibility Field Assessment

Public Participation in the Planning Pracess 3.1
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4 Berwick Town Trails - Project Goals
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Project Goals

The following goals were created for the Berwick Town Trails Project
by an interactive process involving the Project Study Committee:

1. Improved Pedestrian and Bicycle Use in Berwick and Surrounding
Communities - Connect Parks, Schools, Neighborhoods and
Downtown

2. Address Safety - Traffic Separation

3. Connect Kids & Families to other community members and the
natural environment

4. Involve the Local Citizens — especially the School District

5. Foster Regional Cooperation between Municipal Governments
6. Encourage Health Education and Active, Healthy Living

7. Create Places for Social Networking — places to meet and greet

8. Enhance the Community Image — and help to Establish a Regional
Identity for Berwick as a River Town and Active Community

9. Engage Business in Promoting and Participating in the Project

10. Develop Successful Press and Media Coverage of the Project and
the Idea

11. Create Destinations and Reason for people to walk and bike

Berwick Town Trails — Project Goals 4.2
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Berwick Town Trails offers great promise in creating enhanced access
to active recreation. Through a combination of projects and programs
—Town Trails outlines specific plans for future trails and maps and
guides to promote outdoor running, biking and hiking options
available to all residents — available now with existing resources. Town
Trails also established the big-picture vision for the development of
an interconnected trail network to connect the community — both

physically and socially. The Town Trails report identifies the municipal
government as the lead on many of the projects and initiatives — but
also identifies some unique partnership opportunities that could have a
major role in the planning, design and implementation of the project.

The various Town Trail concepts can be placed into three main
geographical location categories: Berwick Riverfront, Berwick Towns
Trails and Regional Community Connections.

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.z




Berwick Riverfront
Test Track Park and BIDA Riverfront Property

Site Description: ~ The Berwick Borough - owned Test Track Park
and the BIDA-owned riverfront property is
approximately 100 acres in size, and consists of
flood plain forest and natural areas

Land Ownership:  Borough Ownership — with the potential to
acquire BIDA property for public use

Current Uses: Municipal composting operation, soccer fields,
ball fields and river access (motorized boat
launch)

Other Resources:  Natural area, scenic beauty, foot and bike trails,
and public ownership

Challenges: The site contains a former landfill, incinerator
facility and large piles of organic debris from
long-term dumping of wood chips, leaves,
branches and stumps. The site is at a somewhat
isolated location that requires monitoring and
policing

Community Needs: Better access to the river, diversified recreational
opportunities, recreation for all ages and abilities

Trail Potential: Trail head parking area, riverfront trail nature

walk, bike trails, mountain bike park, natural
areas, picnic area, river access, ADA fishing

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.2

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

access, primitive camping, outdoor classroom,
site steward / park caretaker housing, interpretive
signage (nature, canal history, railroad history,
industrial heritage, Susquehanna River /
Greenway), river access and natural area

Park master site plan, phased park development
plan and programming plan for the park

Land is owned and there is strong public support
for park enhancements and improvements
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Railroad Riverfront Corridor - RiverWalk

Site Description:  There is a nearly 1.5 mile corridor of Berwick
riverfront occupied by an active railroad line and
steep, forested river banks

Land Ownership:  The railroad corridor is owned by the SEDA-COG

Joint Rail Authority (SCIRA) Next Steps:
Current Uses: The SCIRA owns the property and the North
Shore Railroad operates a working railroad line. .
Feasibility:

There is an official road crossing over the railroad
tracks on 5. Warren Street / Ruhmels Lane that
provides access to Test Track Park

Other Resources:  Access to the Susquehanna River, storm and
sewer discharge pipes, secondary access to
historic railroad station. If it's not feasible
to develop along the railroad corridor, there
is an opportunity to make trail and overlook
enhancements to Susquehanna Avenue.

Challenges: Establishing a trail parallel to an active railroad
line

Community Needs: Better access to the river, diverse recreational
opportunities, recreation for all ages and abilities,
safe places to walk and bike

Trail Potential: Scenic overlooks of the river, trail connections

between Test Track Park and Canal Street
/ historic railroad station, park benches,

Berwick Town Trails —~ Concepts §.4

landscaping, fencing (physical barrier or
screening of railroad), interpretive signage
(nature, canal history, railroad history, industrial
heritage, Susquehanna River / Greenway), river
access and natural areas

Negotiations with SCIRA and North Shore
Railroad, trail master site plan, phased trail
development

Strong public support for a riverfront trail. The
challenge is to form a cooperative partnership
with the Joint Rail Authority and to create a
connection to downtown Berwick
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Berwick River Landing

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Trail Potential:

An approximately five-acre site where the historic
Berwick railroad station is located

The property is in private ownership

The property and the historic railroad station
building is currently used as a salvage yard
operation

Historic railroad station, access to the river, best
connection between the river and downtown
(via Canal Street), connection to the riverfront
railroad corridor

Site is currently in private ownership. Project
success is dependent on public-private
partnership and private investment for building
and site redevelopment

Better access to the river, diverse recreational
opportunities, recreation for all ages and abilities,
safe places to walk and bike, opportunities for
public / private investment

Redevelopment of historic railroad station
(café, outfitter, fishing shop, bike shop, etc.),
scenic overlooks of the river, trail connection
between downtown and river, park benches,
landscaping, fencing (physical barrier or
screening of railroad), interpretive signage

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.6

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

(nature, canal history, railroad history, industrial
heritage, Susquehanna River / Greenway), river
access and natural areas

Land acquisition, site redevelopment strategy,
master site plan, phased project development

Land is privately owned and not for sale.
RiverWalk must find alternative way to access
downtown Berwick
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Nescopeck Connect Next Steps:
Site Description: ~ Approximately 0.7 of a mile separates between
Berwick and Downtown Nescopeck — with most o
Feasibility:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Opportunity:

Trail Potential:

of that distance on the Route g3 highway bridge

State highway right-of-way and adjacent public
and private lands

This corridor contains a beautiful natural area
along Nescopeck Creek and scenic views of the
Susquehanna River. Nescopeck uses the site for
organic waste composting.

Connections between two communities and
the river bridge with good pedestrian / bike
accommodations

Pedestrian and bike use on the bridge could be
greatly enhanced by riverfront enhancements on
both sides of the river

Better access to the river and Nescopeck Creek,
natural areas and parks

Nescopeck has an excellent opportunity to
develop a riverfront park and natural area

Create trails and enhance river access in
Nescopeck and Berwick to benefit both
communities

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.8

Nescopeck Park feasibility study and master site
plan

Land in municipal ownership and is generally
cleared and open and ideally suited for
conversion to a natural passive-recreation public
park
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Berwick Town Trails
Safe Routes to School

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Opportunity:

The Berwick Area High School, Middle School and
Nescopeck, Salem, 14th Street and Orange Street
Elementary Schools

Public ownership of the schools and school
campus — surrounded by public street network
and private property

Public schools, recreation, athletic facilities, open
space, parking areas and school drop-off areas

Students face physical and psychological barriers
to walking and biking to school

Better / safer school access from surrounding
neighborhoods, accommodations for bikes (bike
racks, roofed covers), improved sidewalks and
crosswalks

The Berwick Area Schools have a great potential
to enhance their school grounds to enhance the
ability of students to walk and bike to school.
Schools, especially elementary schools, can be
leaders in encouraging active living and active
lifestyles by working with the community’s
youngest residents. Safe Routes to School
projects will increase school safety and have the
potential to improve the quality of life and home

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.20

Trail Potential:

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

values of the surrounding neighborhood

Improved sidewalks, designated bike routes,
better crosswalks, non-motorized trails on school
campus, benches and landscaping

School audits of the walking / biking
environment, survey of students and parents to
determine factors that limit walking and biking,
walking and biking educational programming,
walking school bus demonstration project. Re-
apply to the 'Safe Routes to School’ program for a
prioritized school :

Public right-of-way and school property. Strong
public support for improved school student
safety. Projects will benefit everyone in the
community
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Hometown Streets - Elm Street and Main Street - Streetscape

Enhancements

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Trail Potential:

The network of state and local roadways in and
around the downtown business district and the
designated Elm Street neighborhood

Streets and public rights- of- way — surrounded by
private property

Streets, sidewalks, on-street parking, landscaping
and lighting

Enhancing the ability of residents and visitors to
walk and bike in the downtown. Removing the
physical and psychological barriers to walking
and biking

Enhance the sidewalk and streetscape design
to create a more attractive walking and biking
environment connecting places where people
live, work, do business and socialize (stores,
library, YMCA, post office and parks)

Improved sidewalks, designated bike routes,
better crosswalks, implementation of traffic-
calming, enhancing the quality of the built
environment (benches, landscaping, lighting,
removing graffiti and community beautification
projects). Enhanced streets will increase
opportunities for active living and increase real
estate values

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.12

Opportunities:

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

The EIm Street and Main Street programs (have
the benefit of) a community organization to
undertake projects that enhance the town’s
business district and its surrounding residential
neighborhoods ‘

ldentification of unsafe intersections and
roadway corridors; strategic plan for streetscape
enhancements

Public right-of-way and organizational partners
such as the Borough of Berwick and the Elm
Street project
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Access to Berwick Parks

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Trail Potential:

Opportunities:

The network of neighborhood parks that offer
close-to-home recreation. Neighborhood parks
include: Arbor Street Park, Louis Stevens Park,
Sponsler Park, St. Charles Park, Vine Street Park

Parks owned by Berwick Borough

Mixed recreational use from passive recreation
to active recreation fields and playgrounds. Most
parks have outdated equipment and amenities

Update Berwick parks to increase park use

and improve function and aesthetics. Create a
destination and gathering place for neighborhood
activity

Create parks that are safe and functional. Design
parks that meet the needs of residents of the
neighborhood and are attractive and inviting to
visitors. Create a network of parks that provide a
wide range of recreational opportunities

improved access to parks including: sidewalks,
designated bike routes, crosswalks and
implementation of traffic calming methods. Park
features may include: playgrounds, ball fields,
basketball, picnic facilities / pavilion, benches and
landscaping

A network of beautiful and well-maintained

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.14

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

parks will increase property values and enhance
prospects for community revitalization and
private reinvestment in the community

Park master site plans and strategic plan for park
enhancement projects

Public property and rights-of-way. Public
recognizes the need to improve the community’s
system of public parks
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Berwick Running Routes

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Trail Potential:

Opportunities:

What are the best places to run in the Berwick
Area? What streets and roads offer safety,
scenery and a chance to get a good running
workout before returning home?

Publicly owned streets and roads

Outside of hard core fitness folks and high school
athletes, most people don't use the streets and
roadways for running. A new program —SOAR
(Students Overcoming and Achieving through
Running) — targets at-risk youth for participation
in a running program

Improving public perception of running and
modifying streets and roadways where there are
safety issues

Create a network of streets and roadways that
are conducive to running. Get more Berwick area
residents, especially youth, involved in running

Install traffic calming methods, improve the
connectivity of sidewalks and provide sufficient
shoulders on rural roadways to accommodate
runners

A network of streets and roadways svitable for
running will add value to the community and instill
a culture of physical activity and active living

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts .26

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

Identify preferred routes and document
necessary changes to improve running on these
routes and coordinate improvements with the
associated borough or township

Programming and educational opportunity.
Potential partner includes the SOAR (Students
Overcoming and Achieving through Running)
program.
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Salem Township — Land Use Planning

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Salem Township recently completed a major
sewer and water project. It is expected that
growth and development will follow.

Private land

Primarily agriculture — working farmland with a
mix of residential and industry

Planning for future growth that achieves a
desired mix of land uses accommodating trails
and open space

Community Needs: A well planned community with a mix of uses that

Trail Potential:

Opportunities:

Next Steps:

encourage walking and biking offering close to
home recreation and active living opportunities
for its residents

Proactive planning and construction of trails. It's
always easier to build trails as you go, than to
retrofit them into existing neighborhoods

Salem Township has the opportunity to be
proactive in undertaking community planning
and design, potentially creating an ‘official map’
for future growth in the municipality

Seek planning and funding assistance from PA
DCED - Land Use Planning Technical Assistance
Program (LUP-TAP)

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.18

Feasibility:

Public right-of-way and school property. Strong
public support for improved school student
safety —and projects will benefit everyone in the
community
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Regional Community Connections

Ber-Vaughn Park Connection

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Community Needs:

Opportunity:

Trail Potential:

Next Steps:
Approximately 0.33 of a mile separates the
existing street network of Berwick’s west end
neighborhood and Ber-Vaughn Park Feasibility:

The area between Berwick’s west end
neighborhoods and Ber-Vaughn Park is in private
ownership

The land is in commercial, farmland and
residential uses

Connections to an existing sidewalk system and
low-volume neighborhood streets and alleys

Working with private landowners to acquire a
right-of-way to develop a trail connection to Ber-
Vaughn Park

Have Ber-Vaughn Park accessible by walking and
biking (not just autos)

A trail connection to Ber-Vaughn would
encourage alternative transportation and provide
park access to residents that do not have access
toacar

The Park offers, swimming, tennis, ball fields,

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts §.20

picnic pavilion, volleyball, natural areas and other
recreational opportunities

Acquire trail corridor or secure long-term
easement, trail planning, design and construction

Must secure an easement or acquire a corridor
connecting the park and the existing street
network
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Briar Creek Lake Connection / Bloomsburg Connection

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Approximately 1.25 miles separates Berwick's
west end and Briar Creek Lake

The area between Berwick’s west end and Briar
Creek Lake is in private ownership; and is mostly
agriculture and forest land Next Steps:
The County-owned Briar Creek Lake has fishing,
picnic areas, ball fields and a historic covered
bridge

Connections to an existing sidewalk system and
low-volume neighborhood streets and alleys

The Park is currently a destination park —
requiring a car to access. The project will require
working with private landowners to acquire land
or easements to construct a trail to Briar Creek
Lake

Community Needs: To have Briar Creek Lake as an accessible

Opportunity:

destination by walkers and bikers

A trail connection to Briar Creek Lake would
encourage alternative transportation and provide
Park access to residents that do not have a car.
As an alternative to an off-road trail, the Park
could be accessed by a network of rural, low
volume roadways.

Trail Potential:

A trail of sufficient length for fitness, distance
walking, running and biking. The Briar Creek
Lake trail could begin a trail connection toward
Bloomsburg using the abandoned railroad
corridor toward Light Street

Explore trail routing options and meetings with
landowner to discuss the trail

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts §.22



Susquehanna Riverlands / Warrior Trail

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Following the river - there is approximately 6.3
miles between downtown Berwick and PPL
Susquehanna Riverlands. The direct distance
between Berwick and Riverlands is 5.3 miles.

An active railroad corridor and private land

Area is active railroad line, residential, farmland
and utility corridors

PPL Susquehanna Riverlands is a regional
destination for recreation and environmental
education. The facility contains a park, picnic
areas, environmental education center, meeting
facilities, restored towpath and connections to
the Warrior Trail

Berwick area residents must drive to the PPL

Susquehanna Riverlands facility. PPL is expecting

a significant increase in rail traffic in the future

Community Needs: Trail connection to PPL Susquehanna Riverlands

Opportunity:

Trail Potential:

and access to an already existing network of trails

A connection to PPL Susquehanna Riverlands
would provide an excellent destination for a
Berwick trail

Establish a connection with a regional trail
network into the Wyoming Valley

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.22

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

Explore alternative routes to access PPL
Susquehanna Riverlands, including back road
network, transmission / utility line corridors,
stream corridor network, etc.

Currently not feasible with existing and expected
future use of the railroad
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Berwick Biking Routes

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Challenges:

Community Needs: There are a decent number of

Trail Potential:

Opportunities:

What are the best places to bike in the Berwick
area? What streets and area roadways offer
safety, scenery and a chance to get a good biking
workout before returning home?

Publicly owned streets and roads Next Steps:

Most bikers use the existing street system to

travel through town. Typically only the hard core

bikers journey beyond the limits of the town

There are no designated bike routes in the -
Feasibility:

community

bikers in Berwick — on all types of
bikes. With basic improvements
that better accommodate bikes
even greater number of people
could get around the community
by bicycle

Install traffic calming methods,
designate bike routes to

connect key destinations in the
community and provide sufficient
shoulders on rural roadways to
accommodate bicyclists

Immediately outside of town there

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.24

are several scenic and rural roadways with low to
moderate traffice that offer moderate to strenuous
bicycle routes. Possible routes include Black Creek,
Susquehanna River Tour, Jonesville Tourand Lee
Mountain Loop.

Map the popular biking routes and identify ways
to improve bicycle safety. Work with the local
municipality to make these safety changes.
Promote and advertise what is available and
produce a map and guide for the various biking
routes

Project is feasible since it uses the existing
roadway network

Regional Community Connections
Ber\\/[ck Biking Routes _ 62@)
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Regional Community Connections
Berwick Biking Routes
Nescopeck Creek — Mifflinville Loop
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Destination Trails: Hiking, Mountain Biking and Trail Running

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

The region surrounding Berwick offers some
excellent hiking, mountain biking and trail
running opportunities

The various are found on both public and private
lands. There are situations where the land
ownership, and what constitutes allowable uses,
is questionable or unknown

The most well know resource is the PPL
Susquehanna Riverlands and Council Cup owned
by Pennsylvania Power and Light (PPL). Council
Cup offers a scenic overlook of the Susquehanna
River and the Riverland’s Wetlands Nature Area
and Recreation Area on the east shore

Other locations are the State Game Lands (SGL)
55, 58 and 260 that surround the Berwick Area
located both to the south of the Susquehanna
River (SGL 58) and to the north of Berwick near
Lee and Huntington mountains. There is also

an abandoned railroad corridor located near
Mainville (southeast of Bloomsburg) that offers a
scenic and level trail corridor. However this is not
an ‘official’ trail

While these are excellent resources — access to
these areas requires a car. The future of public
access to the abandoned railroad is unknown.

The State Game Lands are managed primarily

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.26

for hunting and wildlife management; therefore
access, hiking and biking may be limited during
certain times of year

Community Needs: While most of the proposed trails are in town and

Opportunity:

Trail Potential:

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

in developed areas — these trails offer a place to
get away into a natural setting

These are underappreciated gems that can be
better marketed and promoted to the general
public to encourage their use for outdoor
recreation

The State Game Lands and PPL Susquehanna
Riverlands have many well established trails. The
abandoned railroad corridor, with landowner
consent or land acquisition, has great potential to
be a scenic rails-to-trail

Discuss with municipal officials and landowners
to assess the feasibility of a rails-to-trail for

the Mainville abandoned railroad corridor. A
brochure marketing the region’s recreational
opportunities for residents and visitors

Project is feasible since it uses the existing trail
systems
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Water Trails - Canoeing, Kayaking the Susquehanna River
and Area Tributaries

Site Description:

Land Ownership:

Current Uses:

Other Resources:

Challenges:

Berwick is a Susquehanna River Town with the
potential to better use the River as a recreational
asset. Several local streams and creeks also
have recreational opportunities for canoeing and
kayaking

Streams and rivers are the property of the
commonwealth. For water trails all that is needed
is a place to put in and take out a boat, yet many
places lack this basic accommodation

The Susquehanna River is an underutilized and
underappreciated resource. The cannoning and
kayaking opportunities may include a week long
paddle down the River or an hour paddle after
work. Itis a big river with plenty of capacity and
could be better utilized

The Susquehanna River Trail - North Branch

map was produced and is available from the
Endless Mountains Heritage Region (www.
endlessmountainsheritage.org) and offers the
best resource for planning a boating trip on

the river. Other stream and creeks that offer
recreational non-motorized boating opportunities
Catawissa Creek and Fishing Creek

Developing a sufficient number of public access
points to create diverse water trail options.

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.28

Community Needs:

Opportunity:

Trail Potential:

Next Steps:

Feasibility:

The existing public river access points at PPL
Susquehanna Riverlands Wetland Center and

at Test Track Park will require a boater several
hours to complete the trip. Ideally there would

be additional river access points to allow trips of
different lengths. The same can be said for access
points on Catawissa and Fishing creeks.

Non-motorized boating such as canoeing
and kayaking are some of the fastest growing
recreational activities.

With the area’s quality stream and rivers —there is
an opportunity to accommodate this growth sport
within our region

Better promote the use of the Susquehanna
River for paddling and develop the potential for
non-motorized boating on Catawissa and Fishing
creeks.

Advertise the Susquehanna River Sojourn

event and its stops in the Berwick area to raise
awareness of the potential of the river for non-
motorized boating. And develop a water trail map
and guide for Catawissa and Fishing creeks

Must acquire access points for safe and legal
access to the streams and river

Mm MM Tm

-

= rn-1 -—i

Mo oMo

m i mm

mM™n

m o

ren
= N

M

~
1589

"



M m mr e P

Y

e ]

]

e

[kl

Y re™

r

Berwick Town Trails — Concepts 5.29

e e



e M ™ ™ o e e

L &l

Pl sulre

ras

6 Berwick Town Trails — Priorities



[

[

P 91

The Berwick Town Trails project envisions a community of
interconnected pedestrian and bicycle trails that will ‘brand’ Berwick
as a healthy and active community. The Town Trails concept plan
outlines a conceptual framework of trails to connect the most

important destinations of the community including parks, schools,
neighborhoods and the downtown, the riverfront and regional
destinations. The concept plan will be implemented over time based
on community priorities and available resources.

Berwick Town Trails — Priorities 6.1



The Berwick Town Trails vision is to provide all residents and visitors
with safe and walkable / bikeable streets and trails to connect all
community destinations. That is not currently the case. To develop
the trail network — the community must first establish priorities for
project implementation. The Town Trails project identifies short,
medium and long-term projects for implementation and project
champions who will take the lead to seeing projects through to
completion. While the municipal government is often the logical
choice to manage the development of the Town Trails initiative — a
diverse group of stakeholders is needed to maintain momentum and
garner political support and resources.

The Project Study Committee was tasked with identifying priority
projects out of the entire list of potential projects and initiatives. After
outlining all potential projects and initiatives — the Committee’s clear
preference was to focus on the Berwick riverfront. The Committee
felt the riverfront was an underutilized and underappreciated
resource and offered the greatest return on investment potential
that benefitted the entire Berwick community. Test Track Park and
the RiverWalk (railroad riverfront corridor) were the top choices for
enhancement, along with a long-term plan to acquire and redevelop,
through public-private investment, the historic railroad building to
enhance downtown access to the riverfront.

Berwick, like all communities, gives special consideration to its
children. A secondary priority, expressed by the Committee, was
the Safe Routes to School concept. Safe Routes was seen as a

good investment for not just school-aged children - but these
enhancements would benefit people of all ages and abilities who live
within the neighborhood zone of the schools.

Berwick Town Trails — Priorities 6.2

Another area of community priority is public health. Obesity is a
societal issue of epidemic proportion. This is notably true in Central
Pennsylvania where it is estimated that nearly 40% of the region’s
population is deemed to be medically obese. The problem cuts
across all communities, but is especially pronounced in lower-income
neighborhoods and communities and it is growing among school-age
children. Obesity and related Type 2 Diabetes and cardiovascular
disease are public health issues that are improved through active
living. The Berwick Town Trails project addresses community
environmental conditions that affect people’s health behaviors and
sets forth a new vision for community walking and bicycling and

their role in achieving public health, safety, and energy conservation
goals. These aims are recognized in the Valley Vision 2020 Plan for the
region and stipulate regional development strategies and provide a
framework for regional policy and investment decisions.

SEDA-COG is advancing, as a follow up to the Town Trails —

an initiative entitled “Creating Safe, Walkable and Healthy
Communities.” This project, funded by the Appalachian Regional
Commission, will provide community residents, leaders, and planners
with information for making improved land use and community
design decisions and for public health outreach programs to help
create model communities for safe.walking and bicycling. The project
will also engage Geisinger Health Systems to raise awareness on the
impact of the built environment on human health and to increase
public participation in active-living programs. The “Creating Safe,
Walkable and Healthy Communities” project will allow the Berwick
area community to further refine and advance the priority projects
defined in the Town Trails report.
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Berwick Town Trails - Feasibility

The vision for Berwick Town Trails as an interconnected network

of safe pedestrian and bicycle friendly streets and trails must be
implemented incrementally. Projects to be designed and built first
must be supported by the community, and must also meet the full
range of criteria to determine project feasibility including: legal
feasibility, usage feasibility, site feasibility, financial feasibility and an
organizational commitment to upkeep and maintenance. The priority
projects of the Berwick Town Trails project will now be scrutinized
using these criteria - to best determine where to begin in developing
the Berwick Town Trails network.

Priority Projects
The priority projects as determined by community input and the
Project Advisory Committee are:

*Berwick Riverfront
* Safe Routes to School
* Public Health - Active Community Programming

We will focus on these projects to determine their feasibility and the
feasibility assessment will also help to determine what initiatives
are short, medium and long-term — helping to define a schedule for
community action.

Determining Feasibility

The following criteria will be used to evaluate the feasibility of the
various project priorities. This list was developed by PA Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources and covers all the bases of
feasibility and project sustainability. The feasibility criteria are:

Feasibility Project Checklist:

Berwick Riverfront - Test Track Park and BIDA Riverfront

Property
Legal Feasibility
*Land is in public ownership? Yes, Test Track Park is owned by
Berwick Borough.

*Land can be purchased / long-term easement secured? Yes, BIDA
is willing to transfer the land to the Berwick Borough for park /
recreational use.

* Land not owned and landowner unwilling to sell or grant an
easement? No.

Usage Feasibility - Public Interest and Support Jor the Project

*Is there a need for the facility? Yes - there are no equivalent trail
resources within the community. The closest similar resources are PPL
Susquehanna Riverlands. Berwick residents must drive to the facility.

* Does the community support the idea? Yes - there is strong public
support for enhancements to Test Track Park. People traditionally
walk at the park. The proposed off-road walking trails would diversify
the experience and eliminate pedestrian — vehicular conflicts.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.2



Site Feasibility - Constructability of Trail
e Land Physiographic Analysis
¢ Land Size — approximately 100 acres - it is sufficient size for the
development of a significant walking trail and diverse park facility.

* Exposure —flat to rolling land with mature tree canopy cover
over much of the site, along with an open river view and an open
active recreation area and roadways. Nice mixes of shade and sun
environments make for a quality outdoor experience.

* Geological and Soil Features — the site is a combination of native
soils, alluvial floodplain soils and fill material. Portions of the site
contain were once a former landfill and which will limit the depth
of any earth moving activities and should be avoided. Other areas
of the site — primarily on the BIDA land — have old stockpiles of
organic matter (leaves, limbs, and stumps) in various states of
decomposition.

» Steep Slopes — while the site is generally flat — there are areas of
distinct steepness — along the river banks, steam swales and rolling
alluvial soil deposits with significant slopes. Good design will be
needed to accommodate ADA access.

» Topography - flat to rolling topography

« Surrounding Properties and Uses — No incompatibility issues. A
utility (railroad) property cuts the site off from the surrounding
residential neighborhoods along the length of the property
reducing ‘eyes on the park’ and increasing the need to for greater
public use of the park. The Park’s southern boundary is the
Susquehanna River, with views of a forested ridge with limited
development potential.

Water Related Analysis

» Canals - remnants of the North Branch PA Canal (0.2 miles) are found
on the site offering opportunities to interpret history. These historic
resources will not be a barrier to the proposed trail and support facilities.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.2

*Flooding — most of the site is in the 100 year floodplain and the
remainder is in the 500 year floodplain. The design of the trail and
support facilities will need to take into consideration the reality of
flooding and on-going maintenance.

s Streams and Surface Water - The Susquehanna River occupies the
southern edge of the property with perennial and intermittent
streams and swales cutting across the site; none of which are major
impediments to trail construction.

eWetlands — outside of the historic canal bed — there are no
wetlands that would restrict the construction of trails on the site.

Vegetation Analysis

* A mature tree canopy covers most of the site. Even the 24 access
road is completely covered with tree canopy offering one of
the most visually pleasing sights within the Park. The trees are
dominated by silver maples, along with other species endemic to
floodplain habitats. There are few understory trees and limited
tree canopy regeneration. The understory turf or low grasses in
areas of the park are maintained by mowing. Shrubby understory
is dominated by exotics in areas with little or no maintenance.

Meteorological Analysis
eLight - site is mostly shaded tree canopy with open recreation
fields and river edge.

*Rain — Berwick received on average 39" of rain per year and 28" of
snow.

* Temperature — temperatures of site moderated by tree canopy
cover.

¢ Wind — typically more intense along a river corridor, the wind is
modified by the thick tree canopy, but is more intense during
winter months with leaves off the trees.
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Wildlife Analysis
« Description - typical floodplain woodland habitat. No terrestrial
endangered species listed for the site.

Utility Analysis
* Existing Development - PA Fish and Boat access, ball field, soccer
fields, antiquated brick grills (not used)

» Gas / Electric Lines — electric lines access the wastewater treatment
/ municipal composting facility.

* Sanitary Sewer — located adjacent to the municipal wastewater
treatment plant.

* Storm Sewer — underground storm sewers cross the site.

» Telephone — service to wastewater treatment / municipal
composting facility.

Existing Development On-Site

« Any man-made structures or development - wastewater treatment
/ municipal composting facility.

« Cultural, historical or recreational significance — North Branch
PA Canal remnants. Where there is a high probability for cultural
resources due to its location along the Susquehanna River,
it is a highly disturbed site (test track and landfill related soil
disturbances, alluvial deposits and erosion of the floodway) making
it a low-quality environment for archeological resources.

Concept Use Analysis
¢ Access / Barriers — ADA access challenges with micro-topography

and surface.

» Compatibility with Development for Proposed Use - site is ideally
suited for trail and trail amenity development.

* Proximity to Facility / Site Users — seek to increase use of Park by
adjacent residents and those willing and able to drive to the Park.

Financial Feasibility

» Estimate Expenses of Trail and Park Enhancement Features

» ADA Parking Space / Access / Sign
* Trail Head — Kiosk and Signage
14 Mile of 6’ Rock Dust Trail
*Drainage and Bridge allocation
» Striping of Walk / Bike Lanes on Roadways
e River Overlook / ADA Fishing Deck
¢ Bike Rack
* Mt. Bike Skills Park — Materials Allocation
*Picnic Pavilion — for Ball Complex Area
¢ Picnic Tables (5) — Along Trail
*Benches (5) - Along Trail
* Grills (5)
* Trash Receptacles (3)
¢Ballfields (2)
eTot Lot
*Horseshoe Pits (2)
¢ Landscaping and Invasive Plant Control
¢ Forestry — Tree Removal and Care
® Acquisition
*Planning / Design Costs
* Park Master Site Plan
eFinal Design / Bid Documents

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.3

$ 2,500

$10,000
$22,500
$ 3,500

$ 2,500

$15,000
$ 8oo

$10,000
$30,000
$ 6,000
$ 5,000

$ 2,500

$ 2,400

$50,000
$60,000
$ 2,000’
$ 5,000

$ 7,500

N/A

$20,000
$10,000



Operations and Maintenance

* Administration $ 1,000
e abor $ 4,000
* Supplies and Material $ 1,500
*Programming $ 1,000
* Equipment $ 2,000
* Up-Keep, Maintenance, Replacement Budget $ 2,000
*Revenue N/A
Financing Options

*PA DCNR (Grants)

¢ Central Susquehanna Community Foundation / Berwick Health and
Wellness (Grants)

* Corporate Sponsorship — PPL, Weis

* Municipal General Fund Allocation
Volunteer and Cost Savings Opportunities
* Municipal Work Crew

= Community Volunteer Labor

* Adopt a Trail / Field Program

» Private Donations

Feasibility Summary

The Test Track Park and BIDA Property trails are feasible given
the community and Berwick Borough's willingness to undertake
the planning, design, construction and operations/maintenance
requirements of the new facilities.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.4
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Feasibility Project Checklist:

Railroad Riverfront Corridor - RiverWalk

Legal Feasibility
e Land is in public ownership? No, the 1.5 mile corridor is owned by

the SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority.

»Land can be purchased / long-term easement secured? The SEDA-
COG Joint Rail Authority has an established history of working
collaboratively on trail development initiatives. Their primary
concerns will revolve around safety, liability and their rail yard and
tracks functioning.

«Land not owned and landowner unwilling to sell or grant an
easement? Without resolution of concerns, there may be no
agreement with the Rail Authority.

Usage Feasibility - Public Interest and Support for the Project

»|s there a need for the facility? Yes, there are no equivalent trail
resources within the community. The closest similar resource is the
PPL Susquehanna Riverlands, Berwick residents must drive to the
facility.

*Does the community support the idea? Yes, there is strong

public support for enhancements to the Berwick Riverfront. The
railroad corridor would enhance access to the resources of the

Susquehanna River and provide a sizeable linear corridor for off-
road walk / bike way.

Site Feasibility - Constructability of Trail
» Land Physiographic Analysis

s Land Size - flat 1.5 mile corridor

* Exposure — primarily open sun with limited shade from adjacent
tree row along the banks of the Susquehanna River.

» Geological and Soil Features — gravel and cinder bed that currently
provides a maintenance access road along the active railroad. Soil
is greatly modified with little indication of native soils.

*Steep Slopes — The proposed trail corridor is flat but surrounded by
steep riverbanks. Trail will easily accommodate ADA access.

» Topography ~ railroad corridor is a flat man-made bench on a steep
riverside terrace.

* Surrounding Properties and Uses — No adjacent land uses on
the narrow, adjacent riverbank. The proposed trail would be a
rail-with-trail paralleling an active utility railroad line. Sufficient
separation or physical barriers will need to be in place to ensure
safe operations of the railroad and safe recreational use of the
RiverWalk

Water Related Analysis %
» Canals — North Branch PA Canal remnants have been developed

to create the railroad corridor. There are sections of the Canal
and towpath visible at the upriver side of the corridor offering
opportunities for historic interpretation.

*Flooding —~ most of the railroad corridor is above the 100 year
floodplain but the trail should be designed for periodic flooding.

* Streams and Surface Water — all surface water is below ground.
The trail will need to incorporate field and under-drains to maintain
water flow off the rail / trail corridor.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.5



» Wetlands —There are no wetlands along the railroad corridor. It
would be ideal for the trail to be integrated so that no standing
water is created along the corridor.

Vegetation Analysis

*The area is devoid of vegetation other than some weedy
herbaceous material. The railroad typically uses chemical to
eliminate vegetation in the rail bed ballast. When landscaping
the trail corridor, consideration must be given to plants with
chemical tolerance and the potential for ‘drift’ that can injure or kill
trees, shrubs and herbaceous materials. The landscaping should
incorporate trees to provide shade for the trail users — perhaps at
strategic seating / river overlook areas. A section of the trail will
need to be established through a wooded segment, near the Canal
remnants, at the Route 93 Bridge.

Meteorological Analysis
» Light - site is in near full sun with a line of trees along the riverbank

edge of the trail.

e Rain — Berwick receives on average 39" of rain per year and 28" of
Snow.

» Temperature —site temperatures are increased by the direct
sunlight and the absorptive qualities of the railroad rock ballast. In
winter the exposure of the site to wind will create lower wind chill
temperatures.

*Wind — due to the open nature of the corridor generally along
a western axis — the site will have a moderate amount of wind.
The wind will be decreased by the corridors protection below the
terraced hillside and the riverside forest.

Wildlife Analysis

* Description — typical floodplain woodland habitat. No terrestrial
endangered species listed for this highly disturbed railroad
corridor.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.6

Utility Analysis

*Existing Development — an active utility railroad corridor owned
by the SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority and operated by the North
Shore Railroad.

« Gas | Electric Lines — electric service to the yard building.

*Sanitary Sewer — combined waste and stormwater sewers cross the
raifroad corridor underground.

* Storm Sewer — combined waste and stormwater sewers cross the
railroad corridor underground.

*Telephone - service to wastewater treatment / municipal
composting facility and historic railroad building off Canal Street.

Existing Development On-Site
* Any man-made structures or development - an active utility
railroad corridor.

» Cultural, historical or recreational significance — North Branch PA
Canal Remnants buried under the railroad corridor and present
near the Route g3 bridge. High probability for Cultural resources
due to location along Susquehanna River — but a highly disturbed
site.

Concept Use Analysis .
* Access [ Barriers — flat corridor offers few ADA access challenges;
however, creating a connection to downtown near Canal Street

offers significant ADA challenges.

 Compatibility with Development for Proposed Use — there is an
inherent conflict between recreational users and an active railroad
that will need to be addressed by physical separation of trail and
tracks andjor by a physical barrier separating the uses. Concept to
include an improved railroad crossing for bikes / pedestrians.

* Proximity to Facility / Site Users — seek to increase use of park
by adjacent residents and those willing and able to drive to the
RiverWalk.
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Financial Feasibility

» Estimate Expenses of Trail and Park Enhancement Features

¢ Traffic Control [ Access Structures (2)
*1.5 Mile of 10' Rock Dust Trail

* Trail Clearing and Grubbing (.25 miles)
eEnhanced ADA Railroad Crossing
*Drainage and Grading

e River Overlook — Bench and Landscaping
*Bike Rack

*Shade Structure

*Picnic Tables (2) — Along Trail

e Trash Receptacles (3)

e Landscaping and Invasive Plant Control
* Access to Canal Street

$ 16,000
$120,000
$ 25,000
$ 10,000
15,000
5,000
800

$

$

$

$ 12,000
$ 2,400
$ 2,400

$ 10,000
Not Included

* Acquisition — Sseek long-term easement agreement N/A

¢ Planning / Design Costs
» Park Master Site Plan
»Final Design / Bid Documents
Operations and Maintenance
* Administration
s} abor
¢ Supplies and Material
*Programming
¢ Equipment
*Up-Keep, Maintenance, Replacement Budget

$ 12,500
$ 12,500

1,000
4,000
1,500
1,000
2,000

® A B’ B B W

2,000

Revenue
*N/A

Financing Options
¢ PA DCNR (Grants)
» Central Susquehanna Community Foundation / Berwick Health and
Wellness (Grants)

¢ Corporate Sponsorship — PPL, Weis
* Municipal General Fund Allocation

Volunteer and Cost Savings Opportunities
* Municipal Work Crew

* Community Volunteer Labor
* Adopt aTrail / Field Program
¢ Private Donations

Feasibility Summary

The Railroad Riverfront Corridor — RiverWalk trail is feasible given
the SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority’s willingness to develop a formal
agreement with the Borough for long-term easement for a shared
trail / utility railroad access road agreement. The easement will need
to be a minimum of 25 years, ideally much longer, to satisfy potential
funders of the project. Periodically the trail may be closed to allow
access to the site for rail maintenance.

Another essential element in the project’s feasibility is the creation
of a secondary access to the RiverWalk from downtown. The most
logical connection is from Canal Street — which is currently cut off
from the RiverWalk corridor from the PA American Waters facility.
Connections to the RiverWalk can be accommodated either in
proximity to the Route 93 highway bridge or through a switchback
trail from the top of Canal Street. The elevation differential from

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.7



the top of Canal Street to the railroad bed level is approximately 50’
requiring approximately 1000 linear feet of switchback paths into

the hillside. The hillslope is steep — greater than 1:1 slope in areas

— and will be challenging and expensive to construct. Alternatively

- a sloping pathway could be created from Canal Street where the
highway bridge passes overhead down to the railbed through a series
of switchbacks - requiring approximately 6oo linear feet of trail. This
location would connect with the existing stairways that connects to
downtown at St. Charles Park.

An alternative alignment of the RiverWalk that avoids all railroad
conflicts, could be accomplished along Susquehanna Avenue. While
this is a better location for proximity to where people live, there is

a greater challenge in design to separate walking and biking from
vehicular traffic and to accommodate parking.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.8
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Feasibility Project Checklist:

Berwick River Landing

Legal Feasibility

eLand is in public ownership? No, the approximately three-acre
site containing the historic train station is currently in private
ownership operating as a salvage facility.

*Land can be purchased / long-term easement secured? There is
no current offer on the land. Discussions need to be heid with the
landowner to determine future opportunities for acquisition.

Usage Feasibility - Public Interest and Support for the Project
e s there a need for the facility? Yes, Berwick has no riverfront land
connecting the downtown to the Susquehanna River.

* Does the community support the idea? Yes, there is strong
public support for enhancements to the Berwick Riverfront. The
site of the historic train station would give Berwick access to
the Riverfront and create a unique public / private partnership
opportunity for the redevelopment of the historic train station

building.

Site Feasibility - Constructability of Trail
s Land Physiographic Analysis
e Land Size — approximately three-acre site containing the historic
train station structure.

* Exposure — located on an artificial terrace overlooking the
Susquehanna River - containing historic train station and active
railroad.

» Geological and Soil Features — gravel and cinder bed that currently
provides a maintenance access road along the active railroad and
highly disturbed ‘urban’ of the train station and salvage yard.

* Steep Slopes — there is a generally flat pad of land between
adjacent steep slopes dropping to the river and raising to the
Berwick downtown neighborhoods.

* Topography — railroad corridor is a flat man-made bench on a steep
riverside terrace.

 Surrounding Properties and Uses — No adjacent land uses on the
narrow, adjacent riverbank. The site is overlooked by residential
structures perched on the hillside.

Water Related Analysis
* Canals — remnants of the North Branch PA Canal are likely buried
under the railroad station and yard.

¢ Flooding — most of the railroad corridor is above the 100 year
floodplain but the recreational features and redevelopment of the
train station building will need to be done in accordance with all
relevant zoning and floodplain management requirements.

* Streams and Surface Water — there is no surface water stream
crossing the site. There is a major underground stream conveyed
under the site extending out from Walnut Street.

» Wetlands —there are no wetlands present on the site.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.9



Vegetation Analysis

« The flat open area of the historic train station and salvage yard is
open. There are mixed deciduous trees located on the riverbank
hill slope and on the upper bank separating the site from the

adjacent residential neighborhood.

Meteorological Analysis
o Light — site is nearly wide open with full sun with a line of trees

along the riverbank edge and hill slope.

¢ Rain — Berwick receives on average 39" of rain per year and 28" of
Snow.

« Temperature — site temperatures are increased by the direct

sunlight and the absorptive qualities of the railroad [ yard rock
ballast. In winter, the exposure of the site to wind will create lower

wind chill temperatures.
* Wind - due to the open nature of the corridor along a generally

western axis — the site will have a moderate amount of wind.
Conversely, the wind will be decreased below the terraced hillside

and the riverside forest.

wildlife Analysis

« Description — the highly disturbed yard site will not impact any
terrestrial endangered species. The habitat quality of the riparian
forest can be enhanced through invasive plant control and active
management.

Utility Analysis
« Existing Development — roadway access off of Canal Street with
historic railroad station.

« Gas | Electric Lines — electric service to the site and building.
« Sanitary Sewer —sewer lines follow railroad corridor.

« Storm Sewer — combined waste and stormwater sewers cross the railroad
corridor. Major underground stream comes down off of Walnut Street.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.10

e Telephone — service to the historic railroad building, off Canal Street.

Existing Development On-Site
« Any man-made structures or development -~ artificial flat bench
and historic railroad building and various types of retaining walls.

« Cultural, historical or recreational significance — North Branch PA
Canal remnants buried under the site.

Concept Use Analysis
« Access / Barriers — flat site offers few ADA access challenges. Creating

a connection to downtown along Canal Street offers ADA challenges
with the roadway being an approximate 4% stope.

« Compatibility with Development for Proposed Use —the site would be
an excellent redevelopment opportunity for the community to create
a business for the municipal tax-base, while enhancing recreational
access to the River. There is a need to limit conflicts between trail
users and the active railroad by creating physical separation of trail
and tracks and/or by a physical barrier separating the uses.

» Proximity to Facility / Site Users —the community recognizes the
need to increase recreational use of the riverfront by connecting to
the Berwick downtown. This connection is key to the success of a
functional Berwick Riverfront.

Financial Feasibility
* Estimate Expenses of Trail and Park Enhancement Features
* 14, Mile of 10’ Rock Dust Trail $20,000
e Traffic Control / Access Structure $ 8,000
» Drainage and Grading $10,000
¢ River Overlook — Canal St. Near Bridge $25,000
*Bike Rack $ 8oo
*Trash Receptacles (3) $ 2,400
e Landscaping and Invasive Plant Control $25,000
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* Access to Downtown — Along Canal Street
e Train Station Redevelopment
« Acquisition — Municipal Acquisition of Property
e Planning / Design Costs
* Park Master Site Plan
* Redevelopment Plan
Operations and Maintenance
e Administration
= Labor
* Supplies and Material
* Programming
e Equipment
» Up-Keep, Maintenance, Replacement Budget

Revenue

$25,000
TBD
TBD

$25,000
$25,000

$ 1,000
$ 8,000
$ 2,500
$ 2,000
$ 4,000

$ 5,000

» Sale or Lease options for the redeveloped train station

Financing Options
¢ PA DCNR (Grants)

* Community Development Block Grants
*PADCED

e Central Susquehanna Community Foundation / Berwick Health and

Wellness (Grants)
» Corporate Sponsorship — PPL, Weis
* Municipal General Fund Allocation
¢ Private Developer / Investor

Volunteer and Cost Savings Opportunities
* Municipal Work Crew

e Community Volunteer Labor
* Adopt aTrail / Field Program

¢ Private Donations

Feasibility Summary

The Berwick River Landing is currently not feasible. The concept

will require a willing seller and for the municipality to secure the
resources to acquire the property. The Borough of Berwick must
assemble resources quickly if the opportunity arises to acquire the
property. Up-front project legwork to determine fair market value of
the train station and property could be done at any time. Beginning
a dialog with the [andowner may be in the best interest of the
community so that all options can be explored and communication
lines open between owner and municipal government.

Feasibility of the River Landing will also be determined by
redevelopment options for the Train Station. Establishing a
public / private partnership with a business or developer for the
redevelopment and creative reuse of the train station would go a
long way to defray project costs. The historic train station, with
access to the river and a pedestrian and bicycle trail, would be an
ideal location for a cafe and/or sporting goods / outfitter.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.112



Berwick Town Trails — Safe Routes to School

Legal Feasibility
e Land is in public ownership? Yes, the project would focus on
enhancements to the publicly owned streetscape and school

property.

Usage Feasibility - Public Interest and Support for the Project

»|s there a need for the facility? In the field work and community
audits performed — we found many deficiencies in the sidewalk
system, safety conditions and facilities provided for students that
walk and bike to school

* Does the community support the idea? Yes, there is strong
public support for ‘Safe Routes to School’ projects because they
benefit both students and all residents that walk and bike in the

neighborhoods around the school.
Site Feasibility - Constructability of Trail
¢ Land Physiographic Analysis

e Land Size — there are four elementary schools (Salem, 14th Street,
Orange Street and Nescopeck), a middle school and high school in
the project study area.

® Exposure — varies.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.12

*Geological and Soil Features — the 14th Street and Orange Street
schools are on more highly-disturbed, urban soils. The high,
middle and Nescopeck schools are more suburban in design and
appear to be located on more native soils that are compatible with
facilities development.

* Steep Slopes — while all the school buildings are located on
generally level grades —the 14th Street and Orange Street schools
are located on sites with rolling hills.

* Topography — the 14th Street and Orange Street schools are
located on sites with rolling hills — presenting a challenge for ADA
access.

*Surrounding Properties and Uses —schools are primarily surrounded
by residential neighborhoods and a small amount of commercial
and industrial property that does not detract from the school’s

function and operations.

Water Related Analysis
*Canals - N/A.

»Flooding — the high and middle schools campuses are crossed by an
unnamed tributary that poses minimal flooding hazards.

e Streams and Surface Water — there is a channelized un-named
tributary that crosses the high and middle school campus - that
offers stream restoration and outdoor classroom opportunities for
both schools.

e Wetlands — there are no wetlands present on the site.

Vegetation Analysis
* The school campuses are generally open turf-grass areas with an
edge treatment of mature street trees.

Meteorological Analysis
» Light —the school sites are generally open with full sun with an edge or
sporadic placement of tree shade around the periphery.



* Rain — Berwick receives on average 39" of rain per year and 28" of snow.

* Temperature - site temperatures are increased by the direct
sunlight and cooled by large shade trees.

»Wind — due to the size and open nature of the Salem, middle and
high schools, these sites tend to have more wind than the other
schools that are more integrated into the surrounding community.

wildlife Analysis

e Description — there is little wildlife habitat value found at the
various schools. The stream corridor of the middie and high
school is highly degraded due to channelization and fack of any
riparian buffer or natural plantings. This stream holds the greatest

potential for wildlife habitat enhancements.

Utility Analysis
« Existing Development — existing school buildings, parking,
circulation and drop-off facilities.

*Gas / Electric Lines —all services are available to the schools.
e Sanitary Sewer -all schools served by public sewer.

» Storm Sewer — all schools served by public stormwater. The
stream on the middle and high school campus enters underground
conveyance under Walnut Street that empties at the river near the
historic train station.

e Telephone — all schools served by telephone service.
Existing Development On-Site

¢ Any man-made structures or development — School buildings,
parking lots, access roads, lawns and athletic facilities.

e Cultural, historical or recreational significance - the 14th Street
School would likely qualify as a historic structure.

Concept Use Analysis

* Access / Barriers — flat site offers few ADA access challenges.
Creating proper ADA access routes to the school - with proper
sidewalk and curb-cut design — will require a significant re-design of
the school / neighborhood interface.

» Compatibility with Development for Proposed Use - '‘Safe Routes to
School’ enhancements will not only benefit the safety and health of
school age children - it will benefit the mobility of all residents and
increase home values of the entire neighborhood.

* Proximity to Facility / Site Users — the schools and community
recognize the need to provide a safe and pleasant environment for
all students walking and biking to school. Because these schools are
integrated into the surrounding neighborhoods — the streetscape
enhancements made through this program will also provide close to
home recreation for all neighborhood residents and visitors.

Financial Feasibility

¢ Estimate Expenses of Trail and Park Enhancement Features

¢ Reinforced Sidewalk/Curb — 6’ wide s 70/If
* ADA Curb Cut $1,500 [ea
* Crosswalks — Painted $ 750 Jea
* Bike Rack $ 8oo /ea
* School Zone Signal $15,000
e Street Tree $ 750 /ea
*Bump Out $10,000
* Qutdoor Classrooms
* Acquisition — municipal acquisition of property N/A
*Planning / Design Costs
*School / Neighborhood Plan $12,000
¢ Construction / Bid-Documents $15,000
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Operations and Maintenance

¢ Administration $ 1,000
eLabor $ 2,000
» Supplies and Material $ 1,500
* Programming $ 1,500
» Up-Keep, Maintenance, Replacement Budget $ 2,000
Revenve

*N/A

Financing Options

» PennDOT and Federal - ‘Safe Routes to School’ programs
* PA DCNR (Grants)

* PA Department of Health

* PA Department of Education

e Community Development Block Grants

*PADCED

« Central Susquehanna Community Foundation / Berwick Health and
Wellness (Grants)

» Corporate Sponsorship — PPL, Weis
*Municipal General Fund Allocation
¢ Private Developer / Investor
Volunteer and Cost Savings Opportunities
* PANA — (PA Advocates for Nutrition and Activity)
* Municipal Work Crew
 School District Maintenance Staff
* Community Volunteer Labor
* Adopt a Trail / Field Program

¢ Private Donations

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.124

Feasibility Summary

The Berwick Town Trails - Safe Routes to School project is feasible
and strongly supported by the school and the community.
Developing a ‘Safe Routes to School’ plan can be done for the
individual schools, or collectively for all the schools in the District. As
the Safe Routes program has grown in popularity, competition for
the fund has become intense. Schools that already have a plan and

a final design for *Safe Routes’ improvements will receive priority
funding. Pro-active planning and design by the School District would
pay benefits in future funding applications.

The Berwick Area School District currently does not have a District-
wide facilities plan — so careful consideration is needed as to what
school facilities to provide the best investment opportunities. The
District should be committed to a school building and location for the
long-term before making a commitment to *Safe Routes to School’
projects. As such - it would appear that Salem, middle and high
school campuses will be there for the long-term — so Safe Routes’
investments would be money well spent. Dated facilities at schools
such as 14th Street — may necessitate a school consolidation or a new
facility to be built making it a less desirable place to make a ‘Safe
Routes to School’ investment.

Other Considerations ~ Seeking Diverse Town Trail Partners

A project's feasibility is determined by available resources. The
municipal governments of the Berwick area have limited human
resources to dedicate to projects such as Town Trails. Dedicated
municipal staff and community leaders have the full range of
obligations associated with running an efficient local government
— meeting the needs of its residents on a minimal budget. Town
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Trails and Recreation are just one of the responsibilities of municipal
government to provide for its residents.

However — many of the ideas proposed in this Town Trails report are
not *bricks and mortar’ projects and can be implemented by a wide
range of community partners. The ‘Safe Routes to School initiative
would be an excellent project to be directed by the School District.
There are other project ideas — such as mapping safe running,
hiking and biking routes in the area — that could be produced by

a unique partnership of local recreational enthusiasts, the SOAR
(Students Overcoming and Achieving through Running) initiative
and the Columbia-Montour Visitors Bureau. The Visitors Bureau’s
interest in funding such a project would depend on whether the
project addresses its mission of marketing and attracting tourists
to the region. Connections to Ber-Vaughn Park may be a matter

of establishing a partnership with the commercial businesses to
separate the Berwick street network from the Park. These partners
may be enticed to make the project happen because it will increase
foot traffic and/or enhance their business image.

Thinking outside the box is key to creative partnerships and
solutions, and individuals and organizations need to be actively
engaged and empowered to help implement Berwick Town Trails.
The ideas promoted by the Berwick Town Trails should be taken to as
many potential project partners as possible — including community
service organizations, boy scouts and girl scout groups, parent /
teacher organizations, the various athletic leagues and regional
health care providers. You never know where the next dedicated trail
advocate is to be found.

Berwick Town Trails — Feasibility 7.15
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Berwick Town Trails - Implementation Strategy

Project Name Priority _ Feasibility Timing
Berwick Riverfront

Test Track Park /BIDA High Feasible Short
Railroad Riverfront — RiverWalk High Not Feasible #12 ~ Medium
Berwick River Landing High Not Feasible #1  Long
Berwick Town Trails

Safe Routes to School High Feasible Medium
Hometown Streets High Feasible Medium
Access to Berwick Parks Medium Feasible Medium
Berwick Running Routes High Feasible Short
Salem Township — Land Use Planning High Feasible Short

Regional Community Connections

Ber-Vaughn Park Connection Medium Not Feasible #1 ~ Medium
Briar Creek Lake Connection /

Bloomsburg Connection Medium Not Feasible #1  Long
Nescopeck Connect Medium Feasible Long
Susquehanna Riverlands / Warrior Trail High Not Feasible #1  Long
Berwick Biking Routes Medium Feasible Short
Destination Trails: Hiking,

Mountain Biking and Trail Running Medium Feasible Medivm
Water Trails — Canoeing, Kayaking the

Susquehanna River and Area Tributaries Low Feasible Medium

Legend

Priority
High —The Project Advisory Cornmittee and public input throughout the cammunity involvement
process has identified this project idea as a high community priority.

Medium -Through the community involvement process — this project idea was identified as a
medium community priority.

Low - This project idea did not have a strong champion in the community.

Feasibility

Feasible - The project is currently deemed feasible.

Not Feasible - The project is currently deemed not-feasible for the following reasons
#1 - Land Ownership - The land is not owned or otherwise controlled.

#2 - There is site limitations or constructability issues affecting project feasibility.
#3 - Costs are prohibitive for the construction of the project.

Timing

Short - The project is fully supported by the public and there is no ownership or other feasibility
issues limiting moving ahead with the project.

Medium - The praject is generally supported by the public — but there is additional planning or other
actions required ta move the project toward implementation.

Long - The praject lacks a strong community champion, requires additional planning or resolution
of other feasibility barriers to implement. .

Berwick Town Trails — Where to Begin?

What follows is a three-prong approach to implementing the Berwick Town Trails project. The
strategy employs three different ‘community champions’ to direct the individual projects by
sharing the work load and, thereby, lessening the burden on the municipal government to direct
projects.

Berwick Town Trails — Implementation Strategy 8.z
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Berwick Riverfront
Community Champion: Berwick Borough and BIDA
Next Steps and Tentative Schedule:
* Master Site Plan and Management Plan for the Park and BIDA
Property (2010).

o Transfer of the BIDA riverfront property to the Borough of Berwick
using the appraised land value as match for Town Trail and Park
implementation funding from PA DCNR and other funding partners
(Application to PA DCNR - April 2010; Land Transfer — Fall/Winter
2010-2011; Construction — 2011).

* Conduct negotiations with the SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority
and North Shore Railroad to establish ownership or long-term
easement for a shared trail / access road corridor to establish the
RiverWalk (2010 — 2011).

*Borough to open discussions with the owner of the historic train
station and property about its long-term plans for riverfront
development. Borough to integrate the idea of acquiring the
historic railroad station in its long-range planning documents, and
set aside some level of contingency funds and establish funding
partnerships in the event the property is to become available

(2009-2010).

Safe Routes to School
Community Champion: Berwick Area School District
Next Steps and Tentative Schedule:
» Develop ‘Safe Routes to School’ Master Plans for prioritized
schools or for all schools in the District (2010 — 2011).

e Develop and Implement *Safe Routes to School’ programs such as
walk and bike to school days, walking school buses, and pedestrian
and bike safely courses for students (2010-2011).

* Produce engineering plan documents and detailed cost estimates
for all ‘Safe Routes’ enhancements elements (2010 - 2011).

* Prepare ‘Safe Routes to School’ funding applications to State and
Federal programs and other potential funding partners (2010 -
2012.

* Construct ‘Safe Routes to School’ enhancement projects (2011-
2014).

Active Living - Running, Biking and Boating Maps and Guides
Community Champion: SOAR (Students Overcoming and Achieving
through Running) and Area Recreation Enthusiasts.

Next Steps and Tentative Schedule:

» Organize potential project partners and develop a focus for the
mapping project. Mapping area running routes may be the top
priority due to the work of SOAR but other mapping opportunities
may include: biking routes, hiking trails and water trails (2010).

* Produce a demo map and guide and market the demo with
potential funding partners — including PANA, PA DCNR, Central
Susquehanna Community Foundation and the Columbia-Montour
Visitors Bureau (2010-2011).

Berwick Town Trails — Implementation Strategy 8.5
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Community Involvement Summary Report

Susquehanna

Berwick Community Connections
r Town Trails Project

Community Involvement - Report
GREENWAY

Judy Boudman, Township Manager, Salem Township
Wednesday, December 3, 2008, 12-1PM !
Salem Township Municipal Building

Recreation in the community...

The back roads of the township are popular places to run - but these
roads have lots of curves and are shortcuts for people going to work
at the PPL Power Plant.

The Township spent $110,000 (CDBG Funds) on the playground
adjacent to the municipal building - including screening plantings
(arborvitae, playground, rock wall, safety surface and ada access)

Municipal Park will likely be dedicated next year as: Dean Eckart, Jr.
Park — after a police officer who recently passes away

Next year they will install the rock wall, pavilion, picnic tables and
grills

The Open Air Cinema (an inflatable screen and projection system)
was very popular with a family movie night

The Township has a Recreation Committee of 5 members that
is a few years old. Formed after they dedicated CDBG funds to
the project; itis hard to attract and maintain members to the
committee

PPL Susquehanna Riverlands

Riverlands is a wonderful regional recreational destination for
township residents

The township has a need for places to walking

Some walk in the neighborhoods adjacent to Berwick — which are
safe and generally accommodate walkers with sidewalks

riverlands is an excellent facility that is a driving destination for
people who want to walk

The Municipal Park is a destination for residents and the Day Care at
the Salem Elementary School (a3 or 4 block trip)

There is a private consulting Firm — Ecology 3 with an office in the
area of the Riverlands Wetland Area. The firms owner is Ted Jacobson
who performed wetlands and natural resource consulting

The Susquehanna River

JimThorpe — how can Berwick and the Township create a recreational
attraction like Jim Thorpe? (the river is the key for walking, biking
and canoe [ kayaking

Salem Township shares a key Waterfront Area with Berwick
Borough —the old railroad station should be identified as a riverfront
redevelopment opportunity that would open up the Berwick
Riverfront for a Café / Outfitter and RiverWalk trail access and trail
head

If we can establish a trail to Riverlands — that would be a great asset
to the community — but PPL holds the cards in this regard

Walking and Biking

The Salem Elementary School could do things to enhance the 8
sidewalk system around the school. The school design is very L
‘suburban’ and has few accommodations (sidewalks) for walkers and ‘
bikers

Appendix — Project Study Communities Agendas 9.1 ‘ ji
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Crispin Multi-Plex — a valve manufacturer adjacent to the elementary
school could be a key partner for pedestrian and bike connections

Connect Elementary School and Day Care with the municipal park
(Officer Dean Eckart, Jr. Park)

Future Growth for Salem Township

Judy predicts that the sewer expansion project (connecting into the
Berwick Sewage Treatment facility) will spur growth — especially in
the agricultural land to the east of existing development.

Since the land is currently zoned Agriculture — the growth area will
likely be low density, suburban type developments.

Land Use Planning options were discussed — including the use of
an “Official Map” that would help define the framework of future
development —such as a continuation of the town grid pattern and
forethought given to vehicular circulation and open space / park
networks.

Appendix — Project Study Communities Agendas 9.2

Key Community Land Owners

Arden Oliver and Jay Jarrett, Berwick Council Members; Shane
Pepe, Borough Manager; Steve Phillips, Executive Director of BIDA
Wednesday, December 3, 2008, 2-4PM

Berwick Borough Hall - Council Chambers

Where to Start

Test Track Park is Berwick’s Diamond in the Rough

Need to Establish a Reason to Visit the Park
Ball Fields — implementation is being mismanaged
Berwick Health and Wellness did not fund the match for Fish and
Boat Access. Project cost is $300K with half coming from PA Fish and
Boat. Project in jeopardy with denial of the foundation local match
Has Interest Groups — Ray Bores has senior volunteers
Church Groups assist with clean ups — scheduled for May g and
August 22™
Vinnie Catrone has advised on tree maintenance and care
Borough and BIDA own all the riverfront land from Test Track to
Warren Street access
If High School would adopt a ball field - it would really help the
momentum for Ball field development
Park needs a master site plan developed to blends the needs for all
interest groups.

RiverWaltk

Vision is to have a riverwalk along railroad with three access points:
Near Market Street (downtown), Warren Street and Test Track

Revitalization of old Railroad Building would be a great place to
access Riverfront and RiverWalk
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Trails and Test Track Park

Chicken or the Egg Question... do you build trails first OR create the
park attractions to warrant the trails??

Meeting with Berwick Borough and Bruce Michael and Jay Jarrett-
Test Track Park

BABA and BALL Organizations

Thursday, February 26, 2009 — 4PM - 5PM

Discussion of the status of Ball field development at Test Track Park.

The construction of the ball fields ran into trouble during the clearing
and grubbing of the site when hazardous materials were uncovered.
This material includes medical waste including hypodermic needles,
etc.

A specialized clean up and hauling service is needed to remove the
top layer of material and deposit in an approved landfill and cap the
remaining land — level for the proposed ball fields.

Borough needs help immediately for the clean-up and is willing to use
municipal equipment and personnel for the work.

Discuss strategies for resources to clean-up the medical waste found
on the site.

As a follow up SEDA-COG contacted the following agencies to seek
assistance in clean-up: PA DEP, PA DCED, PA DCNR, PA Cleanways,
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful and the National Guard station in
Berwick.
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Central Susquehanna Community Foundation Meeting
Eric Dewald and Kara Seesholtz
Friday March 6, 2009 — 20AM - 12PM

Interview with Eric Dewald and Kara Seesholtz on projects and
initiatives of the community foundation.

Discussion of community pool, community parks and setting
recreational priorities.

Discussion of a new program to target at-risk youth for running —
modeled on the LA Runs program in Los Angeles.

Nate Snavely — Area Recreation Enthusiast
Biking Routes in the Berwick Area
Thursday, April 23, 2009 - 11AM —12PM

interview with Nate Snavely on the bike routes he uses for recreational
cycling in the Berwick area.

Mapped the various routes on a USGS map of Berwick and the
surrounding area.

Discussed the potential of developing a biking guide of these routes
for area bike enthusiasts.

Eric Dewald and Kara Seesholtz on projects and initiatives of the
community foundation. Discussion of community pool, community

parks — recreational priorities and discussion of

Maps were integrated into graphic illustrator program

Appendix — Project Study Communities Agendas 9.4

James Geffken, Director of Building and Grounds

Berwick Area School District -

The Future of School District Facilities

5 or 6 homes bisect the school campus. Is there a potential for
acquisition of these properties?

Some of the older elementary schools — Orange Street and 14 Street
have structural and code issues — and there is a challenge to retrofit
these older buildings

While there are no formal plans - there is a likelihood of Berwick
elementary school consolidation in the future at the school campus
site

No Plans to consolidate the Nescopeck Elementary School

Rich Kisner, Director

Columbia County Housing and Redevelopment Authority
Neighborhood Redevelopment Options for LaSalle Neighborhood
and Sponsler Park Area

As new director, Rich requested a meeting with SEDA-COG staff to
update him on all current projects in Columbia County and specifically
Berwick.

Discussed Elm Street, Berwick Community Connections, CDBG
funding and projects, etc. _

Specifically discussed Blueprint Community and potential
collaboration and partnerships in and around the LaSalle
Neighborhood.

Discussed Sponsler Park and the potential to do a target
redevelopment in and around that Berwick neighborhood.
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Running Routes and the SOAR Program

Bill Bull, Bob Calarco - cross country and track coaches, and Wendy
Calarco ~ SOAR program coordinator

June 6, 2009

E-mail discussions with Biil Bull and Bob Calarco the cross country and
track coaches at Berwick Area High School.

Lunch meeting with Wendy Calarco — to discuss the newly funded
SOAR project.

SOAR - stands for Students Overcome and Achieve through Running
—a program targeted to youth.

The program will challenge participants to set goals for personal
improvements — with the goal of running in the Berwick Run for the
Diamonds race.

Wendy was provided some maps of the local area and requested to
map some running routes used by high school runners —in hopes of
identifying the best routes and routes where enhancements could be
made to improve runner, walker, biker safety.

SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority
Jeff Stover, Executive Director of the SCIRA, and George Fury,
Property Manager

Geisinger Center for Health Research — Sharon Larson Meeting
Partnership on ‘Creating Safe and Walkable Communities’

Other Possible Follow-Up Meetings:
Heather Feldhaus — Bloomsburg Sociology Prof.
Carl Milofsky — Bucknell Sociology Prof.
Columbia County Commissioners
Columbia County Planner — Bob Aungst
BIDA — Land Ownership on Riverfront — Bargain Donation of land /
land value
ARC Grant Application — ARC and DCED Contacts
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Berwick LaSalle Neighborhood - Data

COMMUNITY PROFILE
La Salle Street Area, Borough of Berwick, Columbia County

REGIONAL SETTING

The Borough of Berwick has a population of approximately 10,774 people and is situated on
13.1 square miles of land along the eastern border of Columbia County. The borough’s entire
southern border is formed by the Susquchanna River

While the topography of much of Columbia County is rugged, the Borough of Berwick is
relatively flat. Excessively steep slopes are found along the Susquehanna River, extending for
just a limited area inland. The nearest city with a population greater than 50,000 is Scranton, PA,
which is 46.8 miles northeast. The nearest city with a population greater than 200,000 is
Philadelphia, which is 105.4 miles from Berwick.

The La Salle Street Area was not defined in the application. For the putposes of this community
profile, in order to attempt to define the La Salle Street Area, we used Census Tract 507 of
Columbia County. This Census Tract contains La Salle Street. The LaSalle Street Area of
Berwick has a population of approxii ly 5,034

A Brier HISTORY

Columbia Coun

Columbia County was created on March 22, 1813, from part of Northumberland County. Its
name is a poetic allusion to America. Bloomsburg, the county seat since November 30, 1847,
was incorporated s a town on March 4, 1870, and still is the only incorporated town in the state,
Tts name comes from Bloom Township, which was named for Samuel Bloom, a commissioner of
Northumberland County. Danville, the county seat from 1813 to 1846, is now the county seat of
Montour. Columbia County (486 square miles), in the heart of Pennsylvania, is home to rural
farmlands, state game lands, state forests, nature preserves and the Susquehanna River and its
tributaries. Columbia County has 24 19" century bridges including the only twin covered
bridges in the nation.

Berwick
(Taken from the Community's own praofile)

The Borough of Berwick was founded in 1786 by Evan Owen. The name is taken from a
Scottish-English city, Berwick-Upon-Tweed. Founder Evan Owen bought land consisting of
present day Berwick from the Penns in 1783, He was impressed by the site because of its
elevation, which would prevent flooding. Owen planned the community based on the scheme

dopted in Philadelphia, which ists of straight streets at right angles. Streets parallel the

Susquehanna River and cross streets extend from the river to the northern line of town, which is
somewhere near 15" Street. The average lot size is 45 feet wide by 90 feet deep.

Transportation played a large role in the borough’s development. Tn the early 1800s, a turnpike
was established, which ran through Berwick and provided the commumity with an outlet for
agricultural goods. Two decades later, Berwick was the groundbreaking site for the north branch
of the Pennsylvania Canal System.

In the late 19" Century, rail became the transportation mode of choice, and Berwick was well-
served by this development. Three lines connected the Berwick area with surrounding
Pennsylvania towns, and Berwick became a major rail car manufacturing center. The American
Car & Foundry Company (AC&F) employed 2,000 people at the tum of the century, which grew
to 5,500 by 1913 and to more than 9,000 during World War II.

With employment opportunities came immigration and develop Around the turn of the
century, more than 300 homes were d by develop companies in a single year.
Manufacturing, in general, and AC&F specifically, spurred much of the growth and development
of the community’s infrastructure and services. The abundance of jobs at the AC&F plant
supported the development of businesses to service this population, which helped to position
Berwick as one of the two major trade and service centers in Columbia County. But by the early
1960°s, AC&F announced the closing of its plant.

Textile mills that produced garments were also a major industry in the community. At their
peak, the various mills in Berwick employed about 1,300 people and they formed a nucleus of 2
group of small industries in the community that provided jobs to support Berwick’s economy at
an acceptable level following the closing of AC&F. However, there are a number of significant
other employers in Berwick, which include, among others, Wise Foods, Inc., Deluxe Homes of
Peunsylvania, Inc., and Lady Ester Lingerie Corporation.

Although faced with social and economic problems, e.g., the rise in crime, drug trafficking, and
gang violence, the low cost of living, the availability of affordable housing, and low property
taxes have served as an attraction for a growing number of transients from larger cities and
surrounding states.

In recent years, the leadership of Berwick has been involved in a number of planning initiatives
to respond to a number of revitalization concerns such as the shandonment of vacant store fronts
and buildings and designing effective strategies to promote healthy and viable neighborhoods.
However, a comprehensive plan for Berwick has not yet been developed.

DEMOGRAPHICS

In order to enable an agsessment of the present and fiture needs of the La Salle Street Aren, the
Borough of Berwick, and the County of Columbia and its residents, a broad analysis of

d iphic factors is p d in this profile. Reviewing population trends and estimates, age
distribution, and employment enables the neighborhood to better understand the needs and
concerns of the cc ity. This ination also helps to enable planning to occur relative to,
for example, the amount and type of services that may be required: The data also provides an
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understanding of the section’s and city’s future position within the City and County. All
following data used in the profile is extracted from 1980, 1990 and 2000 Census. (U.S.
Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau).
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Popmiation
Trewds 20 Forecasts

Overiae purst Samirod yiears Colimnibia Cosmty'™s population s chasscd sigsificanly, having

femoal contisscd srowsdh Fram 1990 1o 1950, Cobambia Comnly s populaticn grew 25.4
parooskt. While naumy other comsdies” popelations in Penmsylvasia begam to dectine i the second
Il of the tevcutich contery, Colmmiia Cowty Sonlinecd 1o grow. Froun 1960 to 2000,

proisial 1o daarease 7.3 parocat frone 2000 10 2020 In confirast 10 the growth paticrs of the
Comnty over the pat thinty vears, the popatation of the Borough of Beyenick has decreased 13.9
paocst from 1970 40 2000. Shmilary;, fhe 1.2 Sall Stroct Arca’s population has doclined 33
perozat over the past iom years.

M WIS 1530 T A% IR 1N 1B ISR 1% D NS I8 s e
o

[ =5 et anen 9 g ol Berwick st Cots |




Racial Compasition

An analysis of the racial composition of the La Salle Street Area of Berwick suggests that the
racial composition of the area has not undergone any significant change over the past twenty
years. The only lable changes were the d of 1.4 percent in the White population, &
0.3 percent increase in the Black population, a 0.5 p in the Latino population and
a 0.6 percent increase in the Other populations.

An analysis of the Borough of Berwick shows a similar pattern, with the only racial composition
changes being a 2.5 percent decrease in the White population, a 0.5 percent increase in the Black
population and a. 1.2 percent increase in the Latino populati The consi v in racial
composition is also true for Columbia County for the past twenty years. The only changes are
small, and include a 1.9 percent decrease in the White population, a 0.6 percent increase in the
Latino population and & 0.8 percent increase in the Other populations since 1980.

TABLE 2-1
RACTAL COMPOSITION, 1980-2000

: Bk [ atise | omer |

.4 Salle Street Area
1990% 98.7% 0.6 0.3% 0.4%
|_2000% 97.3% 0.9% 0. 5% 1.0%
Percent Change 1980-2000 -1.4% 0.3% 0.5% .8

Horwugh of Berwick
1980% 98.1°4 0.3%y 0.4% 0.5%
1990% 98.7% 0.4 0.574 0.4%
2000% 96.3%4 0.4 1.6 1.7
Percent Change 1580-2000 -2.94 0544 1.21% 0.7

‘olumbla County

1980% 97.1% 0.7 0.5 e
1990% 98.4% 0.4% 0.5%| 0.4%
20009 99, 0.3%| 0.3% 0.4%
Percent Chnge 1930-2000 -1 0.4% 0.5%% O.I'\q

Age Distribution

The age distribution of a community can suggest the levels of service and infrastructure
necessary to meet the future needs of the varions age groups. It can help to forecast future
educational, recreational, and elderly facilities that may be needed. Table 2-2 compares the age
distribution of the La Salle Street Area of Berwick, the Borough of Berwick, and Columbia
County between 1990 and 2000. Based upon the aggregate data, the age distribution of the
population of La Salle Street Area of Berwick, the Borough of Berwick, and Columbia County
has remained fairly stable, with little evidence of any dramatic shifts from 1990 and 2000.
However, there are two age distribution characteristics to be noted. First, the percent of those
under the age of 25 in the LaSalle Area is lower (28.8%) than either the Borough (30.7), and
Columbia County, which is 35 percent. Second, the percent of those 60 years of age or higher is
slightly larger in the LaSalle Area (26%), compared to Berwick Borough (24.8) and to Columbia
County, which has 20.3 percent in the 60 and above categories.

The median age of the LaSalle Area is 40.9, which is considerably higher than the median

Pennsylvania age of 32.1.

TABLE 2-2
AGE DISTRIBUTION, 1990 AND 2000

La Salle Street Area Borough of Berwick Columbia County

1990 | % a00 [ %L ac | ohoma [ %] om0 [ %AT 50 [ 10m o | %]

Pop. | °% | pop. | PP | Change | Pop. Pop. - | Grange | Pop ® | Pop P | Change
-
u 37 |61 | as2 | 5o | x| w7 fes |55 | ss |0 | o] g0l giq ] 49| 10
e - S - - - =
o | @ | e | stt | g2 | o2 | ooas | ez | ot |68 | 07 | aege | gal| e | sp| 04
10
b | 0|56 |32 | 62| o6 | a2 | 58| Mo | 68| 10 | yen | of sesp| g3] 03
3

It N1 | 6d | 314 | 62 02 720 (1] 661 8.1 0.5 sre | 9a| sees| na A

314 60 262 52 -08 703 64 583 54 -1.0 6378 | 10.1 5945 93 -0.8

™ N . T ol A
i TIE 4.1 50 12.7 -l'A 1553 244? 1356 | 126 -16 o | 4 Yﬂm |15 gr i ]

610 1u7 725 144 27 1,32% 121 1,559 14.5 24 8615 14 9162 | 144 04

4
B : & . > -
o 500 9.6 618 123 0 1,066 57 Li82 | 159 12 621 18 LG METS 35
53
5 236 4.5 289 57 -39 482 44 595 55 1l 2810 44 1,360 52 0.8
s 303 [ sa |2 | ds | a4 | 30 | sa | a0 | 4|3 ] g oup ] amee] s
65+
i 808 (155 463 | 92 | 63 | 1des | 134 | 5 | 86 | A48 | e | 9| sun| g| "1®
=t " e

on
g |22 |7 | 510 [teaf 26 | 798 | 72| 0 9 ) ) ] s aeee] a] W
8+ | &1 | 12 | 115 | 23 | 11 | 239 |22 | 35 | 30 | of sl 15| we| 18] 03
Total | 5210 | 100 | 5034 | 100 10576 | 100 | 10,774 | 100 82,102 109 | 64,151 108
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Economics

Income and Education

hald i

The U.S. Census Bureau records income in two categories. H is defined as the
yearly earnings of a group of unrelated people or one person living alone. Family income
comprises & group of two or more people resndmg loge'her and who are related by birth,
marriage, or adoption. As more tesidents obf and degrees, their i eaming
potential improves, creating a direct positive conelatlon between the two. Table 2-3 shows that
educational attainment in the LaSalle Area increased from 1990 to 2000 in only a few categories,
and most noticeably in the 3.2 percent increase in those with a Bachelor’s Degree. This
compares to a 0.2 percent increase in the same category in Berwick Borough, and a 5.6 increase
in Columbia County.

Though the median household income has risen by 28.2 percent in the LaSalle Area — and in year
2000 was similar in actual dollar amount to the Borough, the p i in
household income over the past two decades is greater in Columbia County. When the year
2000 median houseliold income in the LaSalle Area ($27,346) is compared to the Pennsylvania
median household income ($40,102), there is a considerable disparity
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TABLE 2-3

INCOME AND EDUCATION, 1980-2000

Columbla Caumty

Income and Education La Salle Street Area Borough of Berwick

1980
hedian Household Income /i $13.314 $14,148
Medien Femily Income o/ $15.621 $16,455
O DEGREE vy 42 6% 36.5%
IHigh School Graduate 0/ 4050 44.3%
\Some higher education 1| 83 9.1
[Eiachelor's [egree or Higher i 8.3% 10.2%
g::!e or Professional o ol l

1950
IMedian Household Income 319,62 320413 $24,211]
Iviedian Family Income $23,6%7) 525,150 $29,3551
INO DEGREE 344 33.1% 38.1%)
High School Graduate 4538 46.4% 45.0%4
ISome higher education 153% 143% 1L
[Bachelor's Degzree or Higher S1% 6.3% 120%

“iraduate or Professional 159 1o

Degree Shtg

Degre -
edian Household Income $27, 344 $27,443 334,004
Median Family Income $33.891 332,347 $41.3%6
O DEGREE 303 BN 33.3%
iHigh School Graduate 4R.1% 47.7% 46454
ISome highier education 1334 157 34.3%)
[Hachelor’s Degree or Higher 83% 8.5% 15.8%
(Sr&tnjiu:te or Professional 25 ‘ f?‘ o
Prreent Change from 1990-2000 | Percent Chamge from 1986-2000 | Percent Change from 1980-2000 °
{Median Household Income 28.2% 51.5%) 58.5%
ihMedian Family Income 30.1%4 51.7% 60.3%
[NC DEGREE -4.1% -14.5% 32%
IHigh School Graduate 25 6.5 2.1%
[Some higher education 20 7.4% 25.3%
[Eachelor's Diegree or Higher 324 0.7 5.6
raduste or Professional o7 i i

Degree
g

~y



Employment

Based upon the analysis of Table 2-4, several employment charncteristics are evident. In 2000,
the number of the La Salle Area population that was in the lahor force declined by 1.6 percent
from 1990 and there was also a 5.0 percent decrease in the area’s population of persons 16 years
old and over. The Borough of Berwick’s population of individuals 16 years and over fell 5.4%.
However, its fabor force still increased 0.7%.

Second, using 1990 and 2000 data, the rate of unemployrment in the LaSalle Area averaged 5.4
percent, which is approximately the same rate for the Borough. However, for the same period,
the rate of unemployment in Columbia County has averaged 3.9 percent. What these statistics do
not know show, however, are those who have “dropped out” of the labor market and who are no

longer actively seeking employment.

In terms of the poverty, 11.7 percent of the LaSalle Area families fell below the poverty level,
which is higher than the Pennsylvania poverty rate of 7.2 percent and the national rate of 9.8
percent.

TABLE 24

—

2

EMPI.OYMENT, 1980-2000
La Salle Street Area-- Borough of Berwick Columbia County
‘Mo, of Persany % "Na. of Prrwons LS No. of Persons, %
1980
Femms 16 years sl Over | na n/a 9,274 100.0% | 48472 | 100.0%
 labor Force | _ns | s 5,552 59.9% 28,604 59.0%
Civilian Labor Force | _ns | nam | 5545 59.8% 28,579 58.9%
| wa | o 5104 55.0% 26,338 54.3%
| na | oa 441 4.8% 2,241 4.6%
| na | s 7 0.0% 235 0.1%
w8 | na 3,722 40.1% 19,368 41.0%
|
4205 | 100.0% 8,807 100.0% | 51034 100.0%
|

5,004 56.8% 30634 | 60.0%

4,994 56.7% 30,579 59.9%

2126 | 50.6% 4,537 51.5% 28,882 56.6%

2402 57.1%

| 2392 | 569%

| 266 | 63% 457 5.1% 1,697 3.3%

10 | 02% 10 0.1% S5 0.1%

| 1803 | 429% 3,803 43.2% 20,400 40,08

| X

| 4006 | 1000% 8,511 100.0% | 52499 | 100.0%
2,351 58.7% 5.149 60.4% 32403 | 61.7%
2351 | 587% | 5144 604% | 32376 | e17%
2171 | 542% 4,571 53.7% 30,006 57.2%
180 | 45% 513 | 6% 2,370 4.5%
o | o00% 0 0.0% 27 0.1%
1655 | 41.3% 3367 39.6 20,096 38.2%

| .
-5.0% | na -9.0% nfa 7.7% a
1.6% | nh 0.5% a 2.7% n/a
1.8% | nha 0.6% nfa 2.3% n/a ’
36% | s -1.3% na 2.9% n/a
-1.8% n/a 1.9% ve | 01% | na
-0.2% n/a 0.0% n/a 00% | na
in Labor Force -16% | ni -0.5% nfa -2.3% nfa

10
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Heusing and Real Estate

Not unlike many older arcas in the Boroagh of Barwick, the proportion of housing 30 vears of
older (81.3%5) in La Safle Stroet Area is high. indicating that there has becn relatively Fale now
honsing baill in the Tt oo years. (See fignre 2-2). Moreower,. a significant proportion of the
housing in Berwick is mobile. The data finther sugsests that the level of occopancy of existing
housing has docreasad 3.2% over the past two decades. Other infk ion suggests that much of
the housing in the Borongh of Berwick is in poor condition. It s significant note, however, that
ower the past dacade, the nomber of vnifs valoed o owr $100,000 has increased by 126%: a
characteristic tha might reflect the general increasing value of housing in the Connlty as a whole.
(See figwre 2-3)  While the exact level of affordshility of reatal homsine cannot be fally
determined, the data indicates that approximasely 174 percent LaSalke Arca familics spond 30
parcent (the generally accepred threshold of affardability) or more of their houschold incoms for
ol On bal there is evid mparatively speaking. that the Borough does have 2
rexsonable supply of affordable bousmg.

Figare 2-2- AGE OF STRVCTURE, 1990 AND 2000

Li188ii

|
T
|

Number of Mrdcture

19 Xemwrs 2038 Temrs 3850 Xears Omer SW¥ears
Age of Stractare
s i a0 ]

Figane 2-3 - VALUE OF STRUCTURE, 1999 AND 2000
N
- 3

=
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1878 Canal Survey - Berwick Area Maps
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Universal Design -ADA Access - From Landscape Architecture Magazine

N THE MID-1990s, after investing in
oniversal access fearares across the staee
park systemn im Massachaseres, it be-
cume dear tha the poople for whom
they were designed were foc using
rhmmymtl‘ahngw&\dhaddn
or studies in other stares tm corhoose mar
senise af what was happening in-our parks,
we debated nmmlly nbouv. why oople
woren 't taki
Wammn&mp-isunﬁrmq*w-rc
ot media annamcemonts filing o reach
she wrger sudicenoe? Did o existing fm-
provemencs fall short?
To replace the guesswork, we developed
2 survey and conducred informal focus
Lroups, Oue reseanch undorscoted whves wir
already knew: thes peope with Jisshilities
wuve: nu-cominriable in owtdaor environ-
mcmsbuzuse hmmally,ﬂuemwﬂe
Trd ¢ sothern,
in |‘)%.ﬂzeMmchmBDrmm
of Conwersation and Recreation escablishod
the Universal Access Program w make
every park accessible ta people of alf abili-
ties, The challenge was formidable enough
griven the mmher o sices-—mare than #X)

lGI [} . . IZPTIWETE zawe

Parkb can be made aceessible for pmple ol'
all abilities while protecting the natural world.
By Thomas J. McCarthy, ASLA

parks and recreational Baliies—bur we
:buum«s}mrhtpd«yd'mw-
stionsd expertenis for existing visivors,
Providing univeesa] sccess enedoors his e
ditionally imvolved sttering the landscape
i sutne way, which cnflices wath precect-
g publiv open spece from overase sod
emvoedevedc

st

Inzrrvin,gmnmhlhdﬂh\gﬁ.&w
ha d the wsind paradi

u ahpnrq; d\ehtdst‘mc L th:m B)

A kg

nve design, w-ehavudqwd the wer to

the landscape. As a resule:
= Every sear, an estimated 4,000 visi-

o -imvpact, High-caristacrson spars and
acnivitses year-round in Massachuseres
stare fovests sod parks. This s fwer times
the number whw visited befone this mnd-
o was in plae.

A york vielior amlly tewvarsee 2 Stubiliand

srovel Wvoll In 2 winalkchalr, fup. A drolleend

Niawk, abwew, gives by befocsution abeut
‘what trafl saeys cam axmert Tetare Chey bogle.

10rs wirh special needs enjov o vartery of

URIVERSAL DESIGN

® Wi have stived the smmual budpes b
xeessible recreariun tn lwdi.

= The soare park sysrem s istinional
2en] universal accessibility asa core peexciple.

Tezrning about how our progrant ar-
rived 2t thas now model may prowe sl
o awher public lands ape anchiteers.

) d E: n A gocliom drwwing, abave, dcludes verical
Outdoor Recreation waltirne bralle. or W
After the pasage of the Avetscars with  Savgy Sate Furend ta
Disabutivies Act, e ith of toalow, Yocaders aceeslble
Massachuseres ininiatly spgeonched creat- Naphuran showg o buw-afiort vaude.
ing scoessibility in the uswal way—by
uilding curb cots, ramps, bathavoms, pic- — msn, For exsmple, most prople conid en-

i sites, 2nd soon. Severst pears and hun-
dreds o chousands of dollars Larer, ¥ be-

vor 2 park aned e che hadhroam, but mex
wnwn:mdd uee its picnic tables, crails,
and i

came clest thar, stchoughs these
evennuzily would mor minirrun jiysicl
Tequirzments, many betrmers would e

6‘},\ sERYRAREY 2604

tless theee was 2 Wiy (o peC-
sonaize vhe expetience of ontdone ecres
ariont for peaple with déschilicies.

\_QI._,L-ML
lhrgmwmkmg&:hadnmmhmw

in l%lnﬁklﬂc l':&ﬂ)saﬂm-lylwk
14k

it

s pm o hr;:er ark aTPRECITRIT PRY-

e, T had had polio as 2 child. and 1 nse
crutches and deg braces ro get around. Wich
the advenr ot the Americsns with {isabil-
itres Act, parks officils and others often
asked me questions sbout accessibility 3

sk e tou T

Views
SRATBT LT W PT N =
. Latpn T s,
AT .
Sam Pockets
T A AR e TR =
QP. ey Pop Somen Byat po0p) . '."',:",""".
Cowshe
Toiblong
*Gat ~Enhancement 7= wea
< Pt
Trail G my i F
e+ A s, praeeri -~ ranos
e At e i "
e 2 ald W rmnaw
v View
Wiwtng foed
idx Sbercravs
Recreation Trails . B ey it
it ponpe.” POt = pERieR a M"""m"'“m
e ol o ke A
) Arcwpibe Foare T3¢
~— Interpretative Natwre Trail Pl b
revrel oo
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UNIYERSAL DESIGN

onproveanents, preups becise they
assymed § bod an 1nnetve sense of
ummmﬁh.w Lisiy
ok, This was ok the o, bue ot
ok e 102 posstion where | wisable
o boarna boe very quackly.

e o the things | lesmed ws.
:h:yuumhuli“wpmm

e

in ies puress form, b was st that
posnt tha the department bogan o
o the iea oF developeng & Mwk
sifaceeed office thet would incogx-
rate accessible desiggn, oquipenns
nd programming. § developed
concepotaal moded e progam ise
curporanng these ehconones and be-
ga o fobby Rr s creation. I 10906 o
Unévecsad Access Program came: s be-
.l | s Bred a8 s dnonoe
“Becmme tach it s woviopw o~
cqirepnens in assistance, we s reslied
vhiag wet meedind manme wp wich a Bewhi,
hewbesed. ronds-on svsoem, We aku hial
10 be able i evaluare needs quiskly and
orake suitsbie adaprarions K esch. persore
These basics poinaed dhe wuy 0 @ inova
sive, oxpetence-based syseess wieh mini-

shase skills and ide:. Duaring an sostruc-

cused poness we heoke e dhe indivichast

cnmpncns of each type of rereation sl
) i

demat

concept for tha activity, Fom there we
o e

;zmit;dm m'fxnlmo(mm;ru\t
anc connecrion 00 the sarural waekl. Phys

che st of geeeng, e the o pos
ashlinknal buales. We dcased the
hiking experienc as vae of indde
petulens Jocomution. Wiade, kevel,
rmuch Toeids offes mdependence for
this expericnce i diffpene chan o
elirg un teacitions! hiking coaiks,
“Three key realizanons bal s &0
the het ep
= Ramys, curb cuss, sod 1ypical
coute improvemenes assacieed
with buikdws weer ondy the cttre
prints dor aocdible femstion
= To achicwr (e kineds o expeet
s w Bad identined, tee peabed
tor pee it Sta with skills and ex-
petise Qutialk MASHIONT fes-
Arion NOnAREMENL.
= Car team preded oo it po-
" oreial users of the pask sysostn and
phe withdiverse abikiries.

How ta Meet Visitor Expectativns

Wexe, we pocded o better undersand
whas sesitor, wanted xnd espected when
they went o2 parricuber park. Theespec-
mm:[mhmmmdymkab
vary with the sering, rquising design

cally, the st soep to gerting everyone o
ik i

v o and cultwel
hings. Jusc a5 back hikers

the 8 bikEing anac-
cessibe o tamnch or por-ir, ot for many
peupk. acuess ro pukiting equipenens and

ubiens to widening and sepnuding 3 chal-
lenging rrail, Kids a5 a city phaygrowml
Joa't want 1o wie difiorent equip-
ment than everyhouly «lse.

153 he 19885, the .5, Forest
Seovice developest s helplul ook, the

1.1 Langveape Architocture SEPTEMBEE 200¢

Rereation Opportusities Spec-
rum (ROSY, so help designers amd

oot guicklings for a coatiouam of
acessibility-related develpenent.
with uchin parks at the most-
Jevetoped e of the specrourm and
setnate and rstacid places x the ope
possteeval

Anith v plansning col i univee
sal desigm—esigning peohursand
envieonments tu be wsahle by all
p«‘*tﬁlﬂlﬂk‘l&“‘ﬁtaﬁt&
oo, Both of these congepes ogs-
e e gk e o weighiog powacial
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BARTLETT.

BECAUSE
CUSTOMER SERVICE,
JUST LIKE TREES,
SHOULD BE

A BREATH OF
FRESH AJR.

Yau know Best - the trees and shrubs
v Erow SIONE WD poaT Cusloners.
are vabanbie meets fhot deserse cane ansd
Frecechon. Fos over |00 yrwrs. se've kel
Tyt the science and services that malk
Somclicapes thrive, s suatter the sive or
scope of theis frec and sheub care needs.
ouy experts provide your [usaomess with
2 rire mix o Jocal servive, ghobel

" . A

L

BARTLETI
TREE EXPERTS

For rhe life 2f vons frevy

FERTIL
PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT
CALL 877 BARTLETY 877.227.3538
OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

L T8 (04 RS ATV SEPACE OO Gl
B RIMATH s ST CRREY 283

72' 1h0a3taps Lochitecinre SAPTEMALR YOO

Towo Bedgking Pelds buve alio con-
reibaged e the pecwram’s suocess: adao-
i AT RO esise and -
chosie outdare slvennan recreeron A
growing number of preaidess in these

Baach . .

eids use the scase’s undeveloped publc
Eards S thesr Ivelibood.

Adupsrys secreation squipment Bk iy
place it overtup of miiicd equipmens

biliry by virtue of copography, existing
improvements, access © public trans-
portation, the saeeey of acivities svail-
abe, and sreoxirmi daci

and rrereation gea. Ie incorp che
comwepes of uniwinal design and also ac-
soownackiess specifu disabilities ind gene
erat weay. Foe instance,  huexd cycie adapes
sconventwnal biycle so aliow someons:
ootk pargciegii wo ik o beke. An adolz
vl provides o moe sesble eide o peu-
e whis nave treuble ‘srich bulance,
Ioclusve ourdoer advertun: weceation
is experiential, proviied be cuthrmers o
similas vendors whe tailos ourdeoe sd-
wenure prograems eo groups thar incluck
ramicipants wich special seeds. Theough

Each of the five managemene teyions
woithi concan a central, haghly acressible
hub, o “focus park,” which could be
reached within 2 reasonable drive from
any location in the region. Each fxcus
park wuukd pffer & vasiery of accessible
AEmities.

As he sampe time, we developed =
plan for sateflite parks thar woukd radi-
are from the focus parks. Each of these
wonld provide hasic accessibilizy, thet is,
accessible roues from packing areas, ac-

vessible bath a0t une ot two -

the use of adagtive pip
and the tight artitwde and skills, chese:
peograms aler cppical kuysking, cycling,
snd biking trips for groups of petpl
nesth ey ing abitis.

The state patk ysrem opeeates five man-
apernent seginees haed on Jocazion atd
sire, We idenaified Bwe o 10 porks across
the seats Baned of thedr inheronr sl

cessible recreatioer activities. This satel-
fire systern would consinue expanding
untif all feasible Bxcilitws offered access
o people ol all abilities.

The peogram seam then
e which activicies ro make accessible
i each parke In arvas thak were alrealy
developed we slecenl picnicking, fth-
ing, catnping, batring, swimming. and
wether activities. These would requite
sme impeovernents foe accessibility, bt

2ol rer ik
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because of the sectings. the physical
changes lay wichin the range of the exist-
g users’ expectanions, We emvisioned thar
these actyviries independently.

Desipn standards provided minimum
puidelines fr grades, cross stopes, and wa-
neuvering space. Early in the process we
decided that we would regard ey design

dards o5 what they were: ming ™
quirements. Gur goal was to creste the
ighest asd best experrence, whach meant
exceeding the Jards inwes sigmi
ivandly. For oxample, studm: Te-
quires § percent o the pron sites aca park
i0 b acvessable, We deveboped a pulicy
rhar wiy paossible, only ihie pic-
mc tables would be porchased within the
peck syscem, and, whenever possible, pice
ricsites would be made accessible. Inatow
parks {chiefly in vrben and other highly
developed areas), more chan 59 percemt of
the pionic ites e pow accessible. In more
semore or farested areas, we deliberated on
a _sir.eb_y-siu' brasis, wenghing the benefies
o more promc sices against exse of access
and nugative sestheti: impacts, We always
ask, “Will these changes ahrer che narure
¥ this place™ Even when the answee 1s yes,
we still eennd (0 excend minimam roquore-
TICTHS T gt people past the e,
Anocher Exton chat b hlpesd o mome

accessibility forward was 4 commitment -

10 acvepn risk—primarily financial —in
the desizn peacess, Using public funds to
design mnmovanive festurcs snd procowes.,
sometimnes wich new mechods and mare-
rials, came with the risk of failing ina very
public way, whets would be viewed 25 em-
barrassing 2nd wasteful, vensby imperil-
img fucor improvements. We have aiked
occanonally, bue risk caksng has also fed
00 o0t chief s veases. For example, 1 ree
dixe che h g haidacag
on parhs and traiks, sur team used 8 con-
struction techmgee thar lapers thrce fine
gradesof gravel, Thus produces 4 fiom, sca-
ble, and susrural-appeasing surtace wiah-
at the: need for srabilizing agents, In an-
uther case, we have neplaced many of our
trrle-used iand msiphtly’ concrete beach
ramps with w-profile rubbetizid mats
sxtending right inco the water. These
changes have prnen 10 be sestbnally
prheasang, cost saving, and envinnmental-
¥ PRORLLTIVE over T,

é s ' i
Whether 11's a new develop-
MRt Or 3 vic fenavation, US
Architectural Lighting offers a
Customzed colection of street-
scape fixures 1 enhance your
site, From wittage styling to ulra
conemporary, youd find elegant
standand kininawes 10 meet your
peafications, m add:hon 10 a
whde range af custom opoons 1o
Versatile Styles
Energy Efficiant
100% Made in USA

U5 Archnectueal tight's
incustry-eadmg tnanufactur-
inQ capabrity features vertical
tegrabon from dessgn and
engneennq 10 tookng, manu-
tactunng, timsiwng, assembly
and shipping - ensuring that
aur products consistently et
the highest quakity standands
We proutly manufaciuré 160%
of our product ke in the LS.
and weicome the apportunity to
serve you: 800,877.6537,

U.5. ARCHITECTURAL
- T T

W 20y e « ety rvm

~with Fiest Findee: Witk g enhanced profile in

A% s P Fravker, vonvan vieaely thowsands of
prospreenve clivms are seave iz For o lanibsy u,w
L

avelnteet i Senr arvie Seg a ot enbianons] geli
I[nh‘_\ () g tentt sk and clivking v the
Firm Fioeder bink

sEsrcmEte 2000 ‘e 73

UNIVERSAL DESIGK

The Adaptive Equiprment
Breakthrough

While we were ding fons groups asking
people with disahulities shaut their perk
usage, 2 bonmn was under wag: m the desizn
of aduptive recresrion equiprent. A hosc
of exciting tew products sparied pew idcas
ahoary ways (o sstoact people with disahili-
s co ouesdon eecremn. Kiheress s ear-
Ty furus fuad been on indepenident recre-
arwn, we began 1o think io terms of
“asistive recrescion,” whidh peovides tain-
o and hands-on asvistane 0 peeple sb
they can e fult use of the adagtave rocre-
stnn equipenene. Formay peaple, deis es-
sierance is sl

Qg first ventune inmo adaptive equip-

mem was w1 huy scveral avcessibke roving
shedls, This fotkowed a roajor Land pm.‘hnc

the site & traan for armpenton, Teadition-
ally. peoph had fexched the riveron acrude
riverbank trail. By acquiting more Tiver-
frwnt Land, we wene able w design @ new
ToRwe 10 2 gories of soressible Twmg docks.
Al the time this also was 2 se-ot-theart
mvironrmeneal design bromese i provided
e flood storaes, suabilized the riverbenk,
and eodunied the heasty of the siverfran.
Buving che accessible wing shells
prorapecd our stadl 1o teach onc 1o Uiver-
sity of Massachuseets rowers, who wed vne

ol'the tver aned sharwed an inter-
st inthe acoestible shedls, This w haw able-
bodied LiMass students got involved in

Aecessibility standards
represent the lowest commen
denominator for the person
with a disability. Always exceed
the minimum requirements.
T anather example, we began parchasing
hand cyles for the state's ail-trail system
and placing them with concessionaires 3t

o wt, By conrract, the concessinain
1w in anvd remt the band ek

devciopng oo fiest mcessible rowing par-
arem, mchading assisting rowers win neod-
exthelp petring ou on the water o kaemiog
10 rowe. With their help, we buncted the

agrer i
¢ standand tutes, thus prvding an et
sive, mainstream cwvling venue,

Qur adepaive equipmnt also inchudes
bewch wheelchairs, which are extremely

prageasn in 1997, and w owioaws to soeve
scores of people with disabilitics., from
noRvions Who Wars RH-sqien e SETing q
oa the river 1o senous sthlees training foc
comptEion

E q

poptlar at all swimming ateas. At our

target boaches e thwn 10 balloon-rired

whetdchaies anc available, and on hot days

all ae in use. They come in & vanety of
makes and sryles, and we try them all.

The besth chairs and other adsprive

A firminave the recd to aleer the

e i

"~ Cooier surlace, non-toxic, recyclsble,
perfect drainege and an B-year guaraniae N

www.geosafeplay.com

quip

Illh-u pe Rpesitesters SIBPTEMBER 2000

Appendix — Project Study Communities Agendas 9.25



Jardeape. Foe example, eraits chairs—
wirvlchairs of beavy-hsy constructioir—
At people with mobiliey impainments
1o sravet on srandard hiking ersits. Ocher
xamphes inchude sit-skis bor cross-vountey
oo, sit-skates and bockey shexdgpes e ke
eamp, kayaks, canes, tandem beoyckes,
asuband ericypcles, and ange babw joggees.
Over the past decade, equipmens pur-
buves tor all these xrivities have cotaled
_haut 330,000 pee yeas on average. Come
pare this with the ST0D,0N it takes @
Faubi 2 hotf-mile accessible wail, Peerna:
it beach acuess and swim ramps vost
oty more, wchuding desige st permic
tang, Feue, the sguipment comes with
“reiragty, RInTenaace, arf seathng cuses,
Lt ot of these experees buive been cos-
ity rulled 1t opersting budgets for our
s acilities. With ehe fif expecrancics of typ-
el vapital improvemenys ranging from
141 ro 2 yeurs, substicuting aduptive Recre-
o equipment, whenzyes posible, ©
= hirve the same joals mokes solid sense.
These signibcanly lowee vapical cxpend-
cures have expended the vaswey of scoessi-

Smart Options

T o - Tah - Ta M
2rlluiageiie

- CycleSafe

Iobe sy regtioR EXpRTeRces ankd Chtidind Lue-
tomsr saTisfacrion, pisitive public relx
winan et iRl

stain bt und other peediem scaft 10
wrhet ismckactory programs i kayaking,
cycling, sit-skiing, and_saulsning. “Fhis

While we sannot complecely eliminate  macked the by o LA P "
PETNANEDE S| p ths ap- Qg which really closadd the cicke
prusch hos enabilid 1 to e te omdoors i Creasing an accessible park syseem.
2 people of all ebilizies Gster than von- Fated with fiscsl corosmants, the Uni-
seruition done would have sllowed. versal Access Program could noe Tudly seaff
rhe ackiptive-reVEEIIoN PRGNS in che
Recrulting and Training Staff fickd. Using th nwiig progeamn 5.2 mexd-
Obscrang tha: usng aday quip b, we concinuad coneracting with fickd
and taking part in teaditional cotduoe a- Teadiors hasest va daily rates, mugotited in-
tivities are not uhways infuitivi for prople divishmably, My ol chiere tezined thoolyth

who Baven't done these things befae, the
ream begat 10 develoq InERRRTORY pro-
grims, haping, that prople who enjoyed
the Brst gusidked expericocs woukl retum
on their own, B the heginning we tried
wsing volunscers o kel the incrudiacenty
outings, bu skter consideeable effoet 16
traan them, S0 percent of the trantwes
dropped owe aftee the fese year.

As st eaened Git, GUE RN POKERM.
pewinded an altermative muodel. By thenan
enthusiustii: snudent was ronning st pro-
Brarn on & per-HaR QTR We began o

AL Bt A B

LG W A, ——

the inchouse progrim o perk and other
agenuy emplovecs. ke grachnlly became
chear thas che Vniversal Access Progrun
was hecoming o job muskiet for ehit gpe-
cialveeed gooup.

Over sime, some: of the eaders Bormad
their own small nonprolit ofaizations
with missives similar t that of our peo-
gmn.’!h-rgm;soﬂ'ﬂvdahigh-qﬂisy
menes o delivee ur existing programs and
1o offer them in orher pares of the srace.
They have provided » consistene base of
erairud emnpl auxiliary cquip
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and reansporvacn, pouram planing, and
maragemens ssatance. Becase soveral i
these ensrepreneuss bemn ther careers in
ehe Universal Access Progeam, they onder-
stanxt how to meet the needs of its dien-
rebe, In shawt, they have been key pareness
it helping to expuad ous progremmung
and cartying capasicy with a minumara in-
vistment of funds stk seatf dime.
We have also cratted agreoments with oce
sanizations that prwide seachaona! e
00 s the genceal public. We shase exqpp-
T, RURSIAID Sis, SEE resoues, and
skills chat akd an acesible compinens s
che ufferings of the partner ofganszatson.
Revently, N inseance, we developed u
aew suihing program in Boston by pare-
dering with Community Bouting Enc.,
which bas taughe siling to the geacral
public for 7t yeass. The organicarion had
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< Wite dsslagiog sublenr Pauetalien op

than gobling feom paint A 1o point 8 in t5e.
mond officiont ey . o
© Deslgs for ol flsp soasos, Vishors might
B oabyeae of b nemseg malistie pailly
ey apteea s raartizem,
* Rebegt bockiby sboplicions whew ronmsthby,
s Bogued 26 bolng “toe procione™ o allee. 2t
iz mimesd shumps peseli b sovs ol repds
0 by amvnd WALy Sraating ngesns BT
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averysae is be able ie sl wet Grem the oo i
Soriall, Someh the pinss and sprwses, sl foul
the texiews of the sertlh and fosves on the reud It 2 ¢
dishe anvisempant close o il vialtey whe comsel satly g B0l
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2 timited adaptivesailing poogram 2nd

Get close fo the resaurce.

o people of afl abelivies, whe come kanow-

o e oy ey NG Ways for everyoneto e o o
seed ey o suaf e, meia mndod- gt e from the waterfall. .
ministrative support, This very popular N Thwmas . McCarihry. ASIA. s divacror of ibe
ms&ra:mk:dd.ks *w:;’ season dis touch the pines and Spruces, gmwA;rngvﬁm ‘r:ﬂgm#ﬂn
past Sepeemher, delivering sailing oppor- Y “
wmities 20 people of all ahilities almost and fEEl ﬁ!e temlre “fthe
every day of the seavon. Resources
Usmgdusmndd uhneﬁ!zz(dah» wmaﬂﬂm%me = Aazsiasitty Guidcbeot an Quisdonr Rure-
with fod w3, pub- & atron comd Trails, Foresz Serrine R restion As-
Axmd-tmknmda:mqikges.md gm“'samm- cestihility Goacidelines and elated publica-
seies. In these collasborations the tmb;dxelwm\rmmmbe
Universal Aveess Prog hecre-  disabilities wok parc in programs in mur dosded 2t www: /v fod s recreatua!
ical patdss for funding through contracts-  state and urben patks this past year, and  prgruss s,
dwﬁaﬂgﬂxmﬂﬂ“m thousands moee visieed parks indopend- 9 Zadame Dddbor Ravasson for Pormes sk
vides specialized profe contty snd conk advantage afde acomsibil-  Dicbalmin: Peoads s Atiriens, by Dve-
recrestion programs, and designs accessto ity thar is now waoven into-our rocreation  akd R, Snvder, Anne Rodhachad ], ard Mar-
public apon space thae respeevs nacural re-  environmtnss. oy Maschelbo; Enumciaw, Washingon.
sources. The scessof this progmmming At the mament, pevple widh disabili- Iyl Arbor b, 200G,
s e immediare and underscores the  vics, along with therr families #od fiends,  ® Nrional Center on Accesslytivy {rmails
need {or mure sspporred recrestion. represe 15 1o 20 percent of the potential | research), xwwimsawlineort,
The Univeral Access Programardcbrmes  rousism markes in Massachuseres. Asthe i Unirersal Aaus 1o Qasdoar Ravaation: De-

it 1 2eh anniversary this year, Atthough
theve i still much o do w creare 2 tndy
avessbie syatem, shousands of prople with

w«d gets i, mmvmni m adaprive
! o, ared lI!y af

sizw Guide. by Plic Inc., Livnited Ses
Reach, a\leM Forese Service; Beriddey,
Californis Mig G iors, 1993,

wr expect our ek
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